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Ver tue Rewarded ; 
| Manitsr for Oo and Loud. 


| [Where'n are diſcover'd the ſad 
| and deplorable Effects of a | 


WirickEeD LIFE. 
IN 


| | Several Diſcourſes. | 

| 1. Of Worldly Pleaſures; 2. Worldly Love; 
3. Worldiy Joy; 4. Of Laſciv ioulneſs; 
5 Of Ambition : 6, Of Envy ; -7- of 
' | | Covetoulnels, By F.C. 

The whole being 1125 rate with near two! 
4 | Hundred Notable and Remarkable Exam: | 4 * 
ples ; Seng forth the many Evils that at- 


tend Vi. e, and the Glurious Rewards of 
Vertue, | 
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* Price Bound One chilling, 


Courteous READER. 


PHE Prnmgof Fra 
ple beyond precept upon all 


Per ſons, hath encouraged me to 


E?7 inſert fo many as I bave in this 


ſmall Piece, hoping they may 
prove à very effeftual Me ins for 
the ſtopping of Youth in this pre- 
ſent Evil Age, in their full Ca- 
reer in all manner of Victouſneſs ; 
ſhewing them the Vanity and In- 
certainty of all theſe Worldly In- 


 jayments, and the Innumerable 


Evils that attend the ſame ; and 
43 the 


To the Courteous Reader. 
the G:orious Rewards that belong 


to thoſe hat in the Morning of 


their Terth , | fet their | Faces 


Z\-n-ward, and hall fully and 
beartiiy reſolve to ſerve the Lord 


their God, with all their Heart, 


Alig"t, and with all their 
Stren gib, and with all their 
Scu:; That this ſmall Trea- 


tile may in theſe reſpects be ſer- 


able and 1 ſe ful to all that 


— „„ 


read it; is the hearty Prayer of | 


their Sou / Cordial Friend. 


1 


VAN 1 TL 


3 Pleaſures. 


—_ HER E are two ſorts of 
Fleatures in General; F.,, 
Worldly Pleaſures which 
Youth are moſt prone to; 

Secondly, Spiritual Pleaſures, or cather 
Spiritual Raviſhments for their unſpeak- 
able Excellency: but Wolldly View, 
| ſures are like the Morning Dew, that 
vaniſheth away at the Riling of the Sun, 

and therefore in them can be no ſolid 
ſatisfaction. In their contiauance they 
become loathſome, yet in the injoy- 

ment of them worldly Men do ſuppoſe 
conliſteth their ſupream Good; their 
4 Original 
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Original Spring is the five Senſes, and 
every one of them have their patticu- 
lar Objects; the Sight with the Beauty 
of what it teh-Ids, the Fearing with 
\*£}cGIOns Note, the Taſte with deli— 
cious -avorrs ; the Smell with odorife- 
reus Oceurs; we Feeling with laſcivi- 
ovs Embraces; fo that aj} worldly Flea- 
{ures proceed from one of theſe Senſes ; 


how can it then be poſſible that Rational 


Men ſhould he fo foolih and mad, as 
to think their Supream Good, ſhould 
conſiſt in ſich momentary and imaginary 
Yanities ? Beſides it is daily ſeen, that 
worldly men's Pleaſures are rather 
evidcd by Fancy thai Reaſon, fer what 
is pleaſant to one, is diſtaſteful to ano- 
ther throngh all the Senſes. 
Firſt, in objets; Some love a flaxen 
Þair'd, Sthers a blick hair'd Woman; 
ſome love to hear a doleful Melody, o- 
thers a joyful; ſome love to eat one 
thing, ſome another; nay, the very 
tale will vary, tho' they eat both the 
ſame meat; ſome love a ſweet mild O- 
dour, oihers a ſtrong Perfume, and for 


their feeling, they are full as various; 


and in the Election of their Calling they 
differ 
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differ as much; ſome prefer a ae 8 
life above any; others Merchandizing; 
others Shop - keeping; others Artificers; 
others will be Navigator s or Sailors; 
others will feed Cattle; others till 
Ground: Likewiſe in their Recreations, 
ſome love Hawking ; others Hunting; 
others Shooting; others Bowling; o— 
thers ſeveral other ſorts of Gaming : fo 
in all things their Pleaſures differ and 
vary. If it be then granted that their. 
ſupream Good doth conſiſt in the en joy- 
ment of their Pleaſures ; then there 
muſt be as many ſupream Goods, as their 
is variety of Pleaſures; but it is very 
plain to the contrary, that theſe Plea- 

ſures aze meer vanity and vexation of 
Spirit, as it ſhall be proved by what 
follows ; obſerve then for Method ſake, 
worldiy ' Pleatures may be diſtinguiſſrd 5 


Flrit, Nece/. I 2 Ma: 
Secondly, Violent and Suberfluout, 
Thirdly, Aloderate and Lawfil, 
Tourthly, Vicious and Unlawful, 
And Lanly, I will give youa ſhort - 
0:01 of g; iritnal Fleaſures that areſuper. 
A 5 excellent, 


to Of the Vanity of Warldly Pltaſures. 
excellent, and free from Vanity and 


Trouble. 
Firſt, by neceſſary Pleaſures may be 


meant Eating, Drinking, Walking, 
Reſting, and Sleeping, with the Act ions 


and Imployments about our juſt and 
lawful Cahlings; for in all theſe things 
is a natural deli igbt, for he that eateth 
when he is a Hungry, drinketh when a 


Dry, reſteth When he is a Weary, or 


fleepeth after a long and tedious Watch- 
ing; doth find a delight in all theſe 
things, and without which it is not 
poſſible for Man to ſubſiſt; but in all 
| Theſe things, Young men, ou muſt be 
ſüure to be moderate, elſe they will be- 
come ſinſul; but every man muſt be 
laborious in his Calling; therefore as 
Solomon ſaith, Prev. 5. 12, Sleep to a 

la bouring wan is ſweet 3 as Soldiers in 
their Military exerciſes: Students in 
the ir Strdies, Merchants in their Nego- 


tiation ; Shopkeepers in their Sbops; 


Artificers in their Work, otherwiſe 
their F rofefſions would ſeem tedious and 
HE me unto them, nd as a Rowl- 
"+ None never getteth Mols, ſo fickle 
— — Men never get Honour 


nor 
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Of the Vanity of Woridly Pleaſures. 11 
nor Riches; for it is Diligence, Acti- 
vity and a conſtant Aſſiduity, O Young 
Men, in your particular Callings that 
will make you thrive in this World. 

He becometh Puor ſaith Solomon, that 
dealeth with a [lack band. Prov. 10. 4, 5. 
but the Band of the diligent maketh Rich; 
he that gathereih in Summer is a wiſe Son, 
but he that ſleepeth in Harveſt is a Son of 
Shame. | | 
\ Too many in this preſent Age, as we 
ſee by daily experience, come to Po. 
verty and Want; for often Changing 
of their Callings, or by undertaking 
ſucu a Calling they were never bred to, 
or in the leaſt underſtand ; or by exer- 
ciſing of too many Callings at once, for 
there is an old Proverb, it one hath too 
many lrons in the Fire, ſome mult burn; 
therefore it is moſt convenient for all 
Men to keep their own Calling and take 
delight in it; For goodneſs with cantent, 
ſaith St. Paul, is great Gain, 1 Tim. 6,6, 
and without Men take delight in their 
Profeſſion they will be always changing 
till they bring themſelves to extream 
Miſery. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Violent and Superflucns Plea- 
ſures are deſtructive to all that take de- 


light in chem Fuſt they impair the 


Bea!rh, and ſhorten the Days. Se- 
cendly, they conſume the Wealth; 
how many have loſt their Lives by the 
exceſlive Pleaſures of Venery in the very 
Act, and many more by exceſſive Riots 
of Drunkenneſs and Gluttony; and 


others, by their violent Exerciſes of 


Tennis, Football-Playing, Leaping, 


Vaulting, Running of Races; ſome 


other by the exc:thve uſe of Tobacco, a 
hewi:ching Herb; by the taking of 


whli.h, the Poorer ſort conſume that 


little they have, and the Richer impair 
their Health, and fill their Brains as 
full of Soot as the Funnel of a Chimney, 
by which they deprive themſelves of 
Sleep, conſume their Radical Humour, 
engender Palſies and Apoplexies, and 
go down to the Chambers of Death 


before their time, whereas if it be uſed 


moderately, it purgeth the Phlegm, 
prevents Drcpiic, and refreſheth the 
Spirits. 

lt is then apparent, that as theſe 


violent Pleaſures impair the Body; fo 


they 


LOS 2 


© ug „ 


Of the Vanity of Warldly Pleaſures, 13 
they waſte Men's Eſtates ; for Rioting, 
Gluttony, Drunkenneſs, and all, forts 
of Gaming, are Conſumers of the Means 
and Eſtates of Men. 

But Thirdly, Afod:rate and Lamful 
Pleaſures are not prohibited in the Word 
of God, ſo they be uſed with Modera- 


tion; for Chriſtians may boldly take 


Pleaſure in a moderate way of all the 
Creatures under the Sun, fo it be with 
Thankſgiving, and in a ſanctified man- 
ner, in all Sobriety and Temperance. 
1. They may delight in the admira- 
ble and wonderful Works of God, in 


Contemplation of the Light of the Sun, 


in the conſtant Courſe it obſerves in the 
Regulation of the Seaſons of the Year, 
and the Increaſe and Declination of its 
height, whereby the Days are lengthned 
or ſhortned; in the various mutations 
of the Moon, by whole Influence the 
Tides increale or fall; or they may 
delight to ſee the Aſpea of the Spring, 
when after a ccld Wiater the Vegeta- 


tive Creatures begin to fprovt, and 


when Flora doth adorn her ſelf in her 
glorious Apparel, clothing the Earth 


with variety of Odoriterons Flowers 


enamelled 
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14 Of the Vanity of Worldly Pleaſures. 
enamelled with divers Colours, which 


excel in Beauty in the eſteem of our 


bleſſed Saviour, all the Glory of King 
Solomon; and in Summer they may de- 
light in the Bleſſing of God upon the 


Labour of the Husbandman: and in 


Harveſt of the incredible Increaſe of the 


Seed; and in Winter in the Conſidera- 


tion of the property that God hath 


given to the Vegetative Creatures to 


draw in their Sap, which is their Lite, 
into the Root, that it may be kept ia 


the Bowels of the Earth from the dan- 


ger of the Froſt and Snow ; how he 
doth feed the Beaſts of the Fields, and 
the Fowls of the Air in that barren 
Seaſon, as well as in Harveſt, they may 
delight in the glorious Objects of the 
green and pleaſant Meadows; in the 
ſweet Rivers running along their Banks; 
in the numerous Herds of Cattle feed- 
ing in the Valleys and vountains, 
2. They may rejoyce in the Com- 


merce and Trade of rich Merchandiſe 


that are brought from foreign Parts, 


whereby the Kingdom flourithes, be | 


the Poor are ſet to Work, and all in 
general provided for with all the ne- 
ceſſary 
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ceſſary Things of this Life; they may 
take delight to ſee the Artificers, Shop- 
keepers, and all others of the poorer 
ſort to proſper, and to have Sale for 
their Goods and Wares, whereby they 
are enabled to maintain themſelves, 
Wives, Children and Servants, in a de- 
cent Condition free from Want and 
Penury. 8 

3. They may delight and bleſs the Lord 
for their Health, Peace and proſperous 
Eſtate, and that they live, move, and 
have a Being, and are provided with all 
neceſlary Things of this Life, as Meat, 
Drink and Raiment; but above all they 
may laud and praiſe the Lord for his 
Mercy in the free liberty they have to 
bear his Word and Goſpel preached 
with Zeal and Sincerity. 

4. They may ſolace themſelves ip 
' lawful Recreations,as in walking abroad 
to take the Air in Company with their 
Friends, their Diſcourſes being /ea/oned 
with Salt, Col. 4. 6, and rather tending 
to Edification then Depravation. Like- 
wiſe in Hunting, Hawking, Fiſhing, 
Shooting, Bowling, but thele Recrea- 
tions are only to be. ſhort, and * re- 

reſh 
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and other Imployments, and to ſtreng- 
then their Bodies by theſe lawful Ex- 


they become vicious and deſtructive 
both to Soul and Body, for nothing 
ought to be more precious to Chriſtians 
than Time. 

Fourthly, Vicious and un lam ful Plea- 
ſures, are the Snares of Satan, and the 
Harbingers of Death; and yet theyare 
belov'd by moſt in this Age, eſpecialiy 
the younger tort, and few or none that 
are addicted to them, will allow them 
any Bounds or Limits. It is recorded, 


Erg land, and H. nry the Fourth King of 
France, were overmuch addicted to Ve- 
nery, and yet thoſe that have written 


dation; That they bounded this Pa ſſion 
within certain Limits; for their Vene- 
real Delights they did never neglect any 
Affairs of State, or Actions ot War; 
Becauſe (ſays a modern Author of Cæ car 
that the Poſſiun of Ambition was more pre- 


a:minant than rhe Paſſion of Love; tho" 
che 


freſn the Spirits, after tedious Studies 


erciſes, and not to make them as ſome 
do their daily Buſineſs, by which means 


that Cz/ar, Edward the Fourth King of. 


their Lives, gave them this Commen- 
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Of the Vanity of W.rldly Pleaſures, 17 
the Paſſion of Love, in the Opinion of 
Ariſtetle ts the moſt violent Paſſion of all 
the other Paſſions: But if Men, as! have 
ſaid before, ſhould uſe their lawful 
Pleaſures with Moderation, J am ſure 
there is great Reaſon they ſhould not 
meddle at all with unlaw ful Pleaſures, 
ſince they are ſinful and odiovs in the 
ſzht of God, and to all Vertuous and 
Good Men. St. Paul, 1 Theſſal-nians 4. 


3. would have Men be mo:/erg'e in their 


Faiing and Drinking, for Conſcience 
ſake, and for Healths ſake ; for the 
Abuſe of the Creature is prohibited by 
the Lord. Nay, they are to be tem- 
perate in their Walking, Reſting, 
Siceping, and in the very Delight of 
the Nuptial Bed; and that is the rea- 
ſon St. Pau! gives them this Charge, 
Phil. 4. 5. Let your Moderation be known 
unto all Men; the Lord is at hand: Yet 
notwithſtanding Young and Old run 
after Unlawful Pleaſures ſo eagerly, as 
if they ſhould never have enough of the 
Enjoyment of them, till they are de- 
prived of their Reaſon, and by long 
Cuſtom are ſo habitnated to them, that 
it is almoſt impoſſible to bring hem off 

rom 
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from them; for thoſe Ualawful Plea- 
ſures aie more inticing, and have 
ſtronger Charms to Allure Men, than 
the Har lot ſpoken of in Prov. 7. 18. to 


22. Come let ws take (ur f of Love until 


the Morning, let us fi] c nur ſelves with 
Love. For the Gred Jaun is not at home, 
be is gone a long Fourrey, He hath taken 


4 Bag of Money with him, and will come 


tome at the Day appointed. 1Vith her 
much fair opeec hi, ſhe cauſed him to yield; 
with the flattering F ber lips (he. forced 


him. He goeth after her ftraightway, as 


an Ox goeth :a the ſlaughter, or as a Fool 
to the correction of the flocks, Till a dart 
Mille tbororgh bis Liver, as 4 Bird taſteth 
to the ſnare, and knoweth not that it is for 
his life. Vicious Pleaſures may be com- 
Prized under theſe following heads, 
as Laſciviouſneſs, Drunkenneſs, Glutto- 
ny and Pride: All vicious Recreations, 


as Stage Plays, and all ſorts of Gaming; 


theſe are the Deities which Worldly 
Men adore : But 


inquire wherein conſiſts the Happineſs 
and Felicity of theſe Vanities * 
Firſt, As to Laſciviouſneſs, it is a 
ſenſual Delight of no continuance, which 
"Ty. Ener- 


give me leave to 


— —L— m — 


333 — — 


Of the Vanity of Norlaly Pleaſures. 19 


Enervates (ſaith Dubartas) all the Fa- 


culties of Body and Soul, and caſts 
Mens Rea'on into a Quickſand of Luſt, 
and fills their Bodies full of loathſome 
Diſeaſes; and that which is the worſt 
of all, it pulls down God's heavy 


: Judgments upon them, for Mhoremong er- 
and Adulterers God will judge. 


Seconaly, As for Drunkenneſs and 


Glatten, they are abſolutely brutiſh ; 
and of all Beaſts and Senfitive Creatures, 


there is none addicted to theſe Vices, 
but the Fox and the Swine, for the 


Spine will ſometimes burſt by drinking 


of Buetermi'k, and the Fox by drinking 


of young Lambs Blood ; and therefore 


no Nation hath a more proper Name 
for a Drunkard than the Engliſh; for 


—_— cc. — _ 


when Men are Drunk they ſay they are 
Foxd: And what is more deſtructive 
to Mens Bodies than Drunkenneſs and 
Gluttony ? Joel ſays, 1. 5. Awake, ye 
Drunkards; and weep, and bowl, all ye 

drir kers of Wine, becauſe of the new Mine, 
for it is cut off from your Moath. 5 
Thirely, As for Pride: To be Proud 
of that which is not our own, is a great 
folly, and Coſtly Apparel is = as 
In- 
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Ticder to kindle the Fire of Luft, 
therefore of a very ill conſequence; for 
Pomp and Prodigality, the one is the 
way to Poverty, and the other may 
be compared to the Peacock that hatir | 
nothing in him that is gcod or worthy 

of praiſe, but his gay Feathers : Beſj es, | 
Men are but God's Stewards, and be 

ſure he will call thoſe to a ſtrict Account 
that have had great Riches, and wade 
but little good uſe of them; As feeding 
of the Hungry, cloathing the Naked, 
viſiting of the Sick, and ſuch like 

Actions of Charity; but on the contrary 

ſpent it vpon their Luſts, as Pride, 

Drunkenneſs and Gluttony, CarCing, 

Dicing and Drabbing. Theſe are the 

Rocks that moſt Men make Shipwreck 

of their Means and Eſtates on, and 

which is worſt of all, of a good Con- 
ſcience; ſo that when they have waſted 
their Eſtates, deſtroyed their Healths, 
and encreaſed their Sins, they have 
nothing left but Grief and Sorrow. of 

Heart, and a gnawing Worm in their 

Conſciences that never dyeth; except 

the Lord ia his Infinite Goodneſs and 

Mercy touch their Hearts, and 2 

them 
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them cry out with the Prodigal Son, / 
| Gave ſinned againſt Heaven, and in thy 
ſight, and am u more worthy to be called 
| thy Son; or prick their Hearts as thoſe 
f that Crucified our Bleſſed Saviour, who 
ſaid to St. Peter and his fellow Apoſtles, 
Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do? Then 
Peter ſaid unto them, Repent. So if 
theſe lovers of Worldly Pleaſures do 
not repent unfeignedly, they will cer- 
tainly incur God's juſt Indignation at 
the laſt Day, which will be very (ad 
and dreadful ; for upon the Wicked he 
will rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtoge, 
i and a horrible Tempeſt, this ſhall be 
the portion of their Cup. 
But Laſtly, the Spiritual Pleaſures of 
the Righteous are free from Vanity, 
and are laſting, yea, Everlaſting, and 
q they raviſh their Souls into the third : - 
Heaven, and by the Eyes of Faith ſee | 
4 the Preſence of God, Angels and Saints: 
f Tiles baſt raviſh'd my heart, ſaith Chriſt 
> to his Church, even ſo the Children of 
F God take Pleaſure in Meditatiag in the 
Law of God, and are Raviſh'd thereby 
in Spirit, as the Apoſtle St. Paul ſaith 
4% of himſelf, 2 Cor. 12. 2, 3, 4. I knw 
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22 Of the Vanity of Worldly Pleaſures. 
a Alan in Chriſt above fourteen gears ago, 
(whether in the Body I carrot tel, or | 
whether out of the Body I cannot tell, God | 
knoweth) (uch a cne was caught up to the 
third Heaven. ind I knew ſuch a Man, 
(whether in the Body, or out of the 
Body, I cannot tell, God knoweth) : 
How that he was caught up mio Paradiſe, 
and heard unſpeakable words, which is rot 
lawful for a Man to utter. And un- 
doubtedly in Zealous Prayers and Holy 
Medi:ations, conſiſt the Spiritual Plea- 
ſures of a Chriſtian; and its faid in 
Geneſis 24, G3. That Iſaac went ev 
Evening int: e Fields to Meditate; ſo 
that it is Appirent that the Servants of 
God have an intimate Familiarity with 
him, which doth fill their Hearts with | 
unſpeakable Pleaſi:res, for the Prophet 
David ſaith, 1 Pſal. 2. The Go:ily Man's 
| delight is in the Lam of the Lerd, and in 
lis Law doth he Meditate Day and Night; 
the conſtant and fervent Prayers of 
Cornelis the Centurion obtained thi 
favour of the Lord, that St. Peter was, 
ſeat for the Converſion of himſelf and 
family; and St. Peter ſaw a Viſion 
whereby he was confirm'd, that cy 
| | N 
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| Of the Vaniiy of Worlaly Pleaſares. 23 
no reſpecter of Perſons, but whether 
| they be Fews or Gentiles, if they love 
| | and fear him, they are received into 
+ favour by the Merits of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt his beloved Son, in whom he 
was well pleaſed ; ſo that they that will 
injoy this Spiritual Pleaſure, muſt pray 
' continuajly, and Meditare Day and 
. | Night upon the Myſtery of their Salva- 
y tion, to get an Aſſurance their Calling 


and Election is ſure, that they are juſti- 
wb fied by the Blood of Chriſt, and ſhall be 
„ | faved from the Wrath to come, and 
ſo Sanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, and of 
of the Number of thoſe who by the 
thi Preaching of the Goſpel, have had 
| their Eyes opened to turn them from 
get Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
ins of Satan unto God, that they may 
in receive forgiveneſs ot Sins, and Inhe- 
bt; ritance among them that are ſanctified 
off dy Faith in Chriſt, and that they have 
this received a White Stone, and in the 
10 Stone a new Name, which no Man 


knoweth, ſave he that receiveth it; 
this Aſſurance, I ſay, is able to fill a 
od i Chriſtian's heart with unſpeakable Plea- 
nd ſures, and to raviſh his Soul * Ihe 
ird 
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third Heaven, where he ſhail enjoy the 
Preſence of God, in whom is the f:lneſs $ . 
of Foy, and at whoſe right band ae pleaſures \ _ 
or ever more; but as for Worldly Hlea- |! 
ſures, they vaniſh away like Smoak, and | 
are meer Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. 


4 


VANETTY 


os Worldly Love, 


AND THE 


Many Evirs that attend it. 


1 E is nothing elſe but to wiſh 
good to another, not for ſelf. In- 
tereſt, but for the good and merit of 
| the Party we love, and to procure him 
all the good and content we can; for 

Love doth ever unite our Hearts to the 
| Party we love: And therefore the An. 
. 5 tients 
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tents would commonly fay, That Aer. 
ander and Heophe#ion had but one Soul in 


_ Two diſtinct Bodies, becauſe their Joy [ 


and Glory, Sorrow or Diſgrace, was 
mutual to them both. 

II. Our Love muſt not be grounded 
upon the Profit or Pleaſure we may 


receive by them we Love; for it \ 


can be no true Love, except it be 


grounded upon the Virtues and Merits 


of them wkom we do Love. 

III. Lovers are to wiſh and procure 
what good they can to their Beloved, 
and to require nothing of them but 
what. they may do with Honour and 


Safety. 
IV. Our Goods and Lives ſhould be 


t the diſpoſing of our Beloved, (Ho. f 


nour, Religion, and Loyalty only ex- 
cepted) for trne Friendſhip doth not o- 
blige any to blemiſh their Reputation, 
or make Sbipwreck of a good Conſci- 
ence, nor to betray their Prince, for 
theſe Requeſts are beyond the Bounds 
of Love, for true Love is only to be 
confined within the Limirs of Virtue. 
And therefore the Ancient Moraliſt 
highly commends this ſaying of a Hea- 
then, 


5 


Dr 
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then, when his Friend deſired him to 
forſwear himſelf, I am thy Find unto 
the Alt ar. And the like Anſwer was 
given to charlis Duke of Buben, when 
he did intreat his noble Friends to ſide 
with bim, againſt his and their Natu— 


ral Prince, Francis l. King of Fance. 


The Ends and Intereſts of Men's Love 
are very large and various; for many 
ſeem to love ſuch as can prefer them to 
Places of Honour and Truſt, whereby 
they may get great Riches ; but love 
grounded upon theſe ſandy Founda- 
tions, is a Feigned and Mercenary 


Love. 


Seſanus the Favourite of the Empe- 
ror Tiberius, was adored as the Morning 
Sun is by the Indians, by the greateſt Se- 
nators, as long as he was in favour, 
and could prefer his Friends to great 
Places of Honour and Profit; but as ſoon 
as he fell into trouble and diſgrace, they 


all became his greateſt Perſecutors. Ha-. 


man the great Favourite of K. Ahaſuerus, 


was highly Honoured by the Officers 


that ſat at the King's Gate, Mordecas 
only excepted, but when he fell into 


ſome trouble about Mordecai, theſe very 
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Ifficers informed the King, that he had 
da ed a Gibbet to be let up fifty Cubits 
13h, whereon to hang Alordeca, upon 
which Information the King command- 
ed immediately to hang Human upon 
the fame Gibbet, and having readily 
obeyed this command, theſe ſaid Men 
Pillaged his Houſe, and took away all 
his Rich Moveibles; alto if love be 
grounded upon Beauty, it can be of no 
long continuance, what is more ſubject 
to accidents thin Eeauty, the Meaſles, 


Small Pou, or Old Age will take off the 


Glory of the greateſt Beauty, but the 
love of true Friendſhip hath no other 
Object than the Vertue and Merit of the 
beloved Party, and remains to the end, 
and doth rather increaſe than leſlen by 
Age; but ſome will object, and ſay, 
many in theſe days that proteſs them- 
ſelves to be our very good Friends, and 
in Reality are our greateſt Enemies : 


How then ſhall we be able to diſtinguiſh. 


theſe Counterfeit Friends from the 
Real? „ cu may know them by 
theſe Particulars following. 


Firſt 


— 
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Firſt then, it they Rejovce when thon 
Rejoyceſt, aud Morra when thou Moeur a- 
cit, not in ſkew but in Heart; if they 
are as ready to ſerve thee in thy Ad- 
verſity as in Proſperity; it they do not 
this, thcy are 10 Friends of thing, thou 
nayſt aſhre tt, ſelf: If they take as 
kindly a mean and homely Entertain- 
ment, as a great and coſtly Banquet, 
for there are too many Tahle-Friends 
in theſe days: If they Love thoſe thon 
Loveſt, and are angry and diſpleaſed 
with thoſe that do or deſign thee any 
harm, for otherwiſe their AfﬀeRtions 
do not ſympathize with thine ; for 
there can be no true Love, Where is an 
Antipathy of Affections. 

If the Defamation of thy good Name 
be as dear to them as to thee, and they 
be as ready to vindicate thy Honour aud 
Reputation to the heſt of their power, as 
their own ; if not, thou canſt not be 
dear unto them: If they take in good 
part thy Reproofs, and ackowledge they 
proceed from thy love to them, theſe 


are infallible Marks and Tokens where- 


by you may know your real Friends: 
might inſtance in a great many more, 
B 2 | but 
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{ake. 

The Qualities required in Men to ob- 
tain Love are numerous; Ariftotle men- 
tions only fikteen, yet there be many 
more; but Picty, Virtue, Geodreſs, ard 
Beauty, are the tour Principal. 


1. Pie draws the Love of Gd, as - 


the Lcadſtone draws the Needle; and 
ſuch as are honoured with the Love of 
Gad, are bleſled, and need not fear the 
Hatred of Men: For if Gerd be with us, 
x bo ſha! be roger N us 

2 Virtue is ſuch a jewel, that all that 
are Endowed with it, ſnall never want 
Lovers and Adorers : Tiligni, for his 
rare and excellent Virtues, was pre- 


ſer ved from Death by his greateſt Ene- 


mies at the Maſlicre of Parts. 


3- Geo:lneſs hath a dependency on 


Pity and Firtue, for Gcouneſi is fo them 
as the ſhadow to the Body, and there- 
fore never without Lovers. 

4. Beat), altho' it be but a fading 
Giit of Nature, hath notwithſtanding 
more Lovers than the former; for Men 
are bewicched by the Rays of Son; 

the 


but theſe ſhall ſerve for Brevity | 
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the Comelineſs and Beauty of Hbſolor: 
in ſnared the Love of David, and altbe 
he bad neither Piety nor Virtre, yet it 
made him cry out when he heard of bis 
Death, O Abfolom, Abſolom, Aliſc- 
lom, my ſen, ms Jen, woes to Ced I had 
died far thee, 2. Sam. 18.33 

5. Such as execute ia partial 7 Ric: 
are belavcd of all Men, as Ariftides and 
Fabr:tius. | 

6. Va'our makes Men peloygel; i they 
imploy the ſame to free their Country 
from hard Pondage and Oppreſſion, as 
NM ſes, Fepththa, and Gideon. | 
7 Liberality is a great cauſe of Love, 
as we may lee in Mecenzs, who was be- 
ioved of all the learned Men in his 
time.. 
8. Grateful Men are beloved, for In- 
gratitude is worſe than the Sin of Witches 
craft, and is abhorr'd of God and Men; 
for the very brute Beaſts are grateful 
to their Benefattors; witneſs, the 
Kindneſs of the Lien to the Roman 


Slave, who ſaved his Life for Curing of 


his Paw. 
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9. Peace-makers are Perſons that are 
very mich Beloved, as Mime em Was 
tor Reconciling the People with the 
P atrigr aut. 


10. Godly and Religious Men, who 


fand by their Principles in the worſt 


of Times, are Bel: ved, as Athanaſius, 
altho? he was Exiicd ſeveral times, yet 
ne always found Friends whereſoe ver he 
came, which was na ſmall Comfort to 


kim under all his A fffckions. 


11. Merci ful men are Beloved, as 

Ceſc was tor his Clemency, 

17. Ser I ſher's and Promoters of Leara- 
ing are Beloved, as was Francis I. King 
ot 3 

. Men of an ble and pla/art 


N 2b10n are beloved, as Hephe/tion 


was by Alexander. 

14. Men free from all e or 
Dijſimulatior, are Beloved, as Tracia was 
in Veſpaſan's days, who ſpoke the 


Truth trom his Heart for the good and 


welfare of his native Country. 
15. Courteousm Men, who upon all 


occaſions are ready to ſerve their 


Friends, ate Beloved ; by this Ab/a/om 
ſtole thc Hearts of the Children of 
| 16. Ae 
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| Iſrael from David his Father: Other 


Qualities there are in Men to draw 
forth Love, but theſe may ſerve for 
this OMe... 

As to the Effects of Love, they are 
either Good or Bad, according to the 
end and aim of it; if the end of Men's 
Love be good, the Effects will be ſo; 
but if the end of their Love is to ſatisſie 
a baſe Luſt, it may prove very de- 
{truftive, as we may fee by the Love of 
Sechem to Dinah, Gen. 24. 2, and the 
Love of Amnon to his Siſter Tamar, 
2 Sam. 1?, 14. 18. thc Cauſe of his 
Death; and the Rape of Helen by Paris 
was the Cauſe of the Ruin of Troy; and 


the Rape of Lucretia by Tar quiniu, Was 


the cauſe that Rome from a Monarchy 
fell into a Democracy: The Violence 
of the Gebethites to the [,vites Concu- 
bine was the cauſe of the Death of 
Fourty Thouſand T/raclites, aud almolt 
the utter Ruin of the whole Tribe of 
Benjamin: And the Love of Antonin! 


to Cledatra was the Cauſe of their la- 
mentable Lad. It is endlclk ro enume. 


rate The ſad and deplorable Effeits of. 


thts Love, or rather Luft. 
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will give you ſome Examples of the 
good Effects of true Love. 

Firſt. The Love of Tiberius Gracchus 
towards his vertuous Wife Cornelia, was 
fuch, as he flew the Male Serpent and 
ipared the Female, on purpoſe he 
might fave her Life by the loſs of his 
GW. 

Secondly, The Love of Axtonio 
Perez s Wife to him was ſuch, as ſhe 
ventured her own Life to preſerve his. 

Thirdly, The Love of Porria, the 
Daughter of famous Cate, and Wife to 


Martius Brutus, was ſo vehement and 
paſſionate, being informed of his Death 


in the Battle of PO lippi, ſhe ſmother'd 
er ſelf by caſting a handful of burning 
Coo ls into her Mouth. e 
Fourthly, The Love f Artem ſa, 
Queen of Cara, towards her beloved 
Husband Mauſelus was ſo great, that he 


being Dead, ſhe would not ſuffer his Body 


to have any other Grave but her own 
Bowels ; for he cauſed his Body to be 
burnt, and faved the Aſhes, and drunk 
a ſwall Portion of them every time ſhe 
went to Meals, in re of 
| their 
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their ſingular Love one towards the 
other. 


Fifthly, The Love of an Jtalian © 
Gentleman towards his Betrothed 


Miſtreſs, is to be commended ; for 
hearing ſhe was taken at Sea by ſome 


Pyrates of Tunis, and fold for a Slave. 


he vent over into Africa, and Redeemed 


her with an incredible ſum of Money. 


Sixthly, The great Love of Damon and 
Pyt hias, two Sicilian Noblemen, is to be 


admir'd; For Dionyſius the Elder, King, or 
rather Tyrant of Syracuſe, having upon 


ſome Jealouſy of State caſt Damon intopri- 


fon, and alſo Condemned him to Die; 


whereupon Damon preſented a Petition 
to the King to have leave for Eight 


days to ſet his Houſe in order, promi- 


ſing to return at the time appointed. 


Di nyſius granted the ſame, but upon 


this Condition, that ſome other noble 


Ban oft his Means and Degree ſhould 
Lail him Body for Body, and Lite for 
Lite, and ſnoald remain in Cuſtody till 


the Day appointed for Damos to re- 


turn. Now Pythizs, his dear and loving 
Fricud, Baii'd him, with all the free- 


dom «ad willingneſs imaginable, and 
yieligh 
.- 
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yielded himſelf a Priſoner to Dion y/tus 
in Damon's ſtead; but the day being 
come, and the hour almoſt at hand, 
that Damen ſhould he Executed, Dionyſius 
began to deride Pythias for his Credulity 
ot the Conſtancy of his Friend, which 
Pyt hias bore with great Alacrity and 
Cheariulnels of Spirit; but before the 


time was fully expired, Damon came in 


and preſented himſelf to the Ring, de- 
firing his faithful Friend Py:hizs might 
be diſcharged ; at whoſe Love, Fidelity 
and Conſtancy, Dioryfius was fo aſto- 
niſhed, that he ſet them both at Liber- 
ty, and deiired he might be a third in 
their Society; Yet all theſe admirable 
Effects of Love, are as much inferiour 
to the Love of God towards Man, as 


the Creature is to the Creator; as will 


evidently appear from what follows. 


For the love of God towards Man, 
is incompreientible, as it will appear 
by what the Bleſſed Spirit hath faid, 
John 3. 6, For Gid (faith St. John) /o 


loved the World, that he gave his only be- 


gotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in lim, 


thaw! not periſh, but bave everlaſting life: 
And 


** 
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And Chriſt ſaith himſelf, He i the good 
Shepherd, who hath given be life for bs 
Sheep, Joh. 10. 10. And St. John ſaith, 
1 John 4. 7. Bdowed, let us love one 
another, for love cometh of God, and every 
Man that loveth is born of God. He that 
loveth not, kndweth not God, for God is 
live. In this was manifeſt the love of God 


towards us, becauſe that God ſent his only 
%  begoiten Son into the World, that we might 


live through bim; herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but be loved us, and ſent his 
Son to be a Propitiation fur our Sins: B lo- 
ved, if God ſo loved us, we ought alſo to 
love one another: No Man hath ſeen God at 
any time: If we bove one another, God 
awelleth in us, and bis Love is perfefied in 
us, hereby we know that w: dwell in him, 
and he in us, becauſe be hath given us of 
bis good Spirit, and we bat: (cen and do 
te (tifie, That the Father bath ent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the Word. By all 
which you may ſee, that it s God's 
Love to us, that draweth our Love to 
him, and that we cannot of ir ſelves. - 


love him, unleſs he is pleaſed firſt to 


love us. 


As 
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As for the Love of Man towards 


God, it comes infinitely ſhort of God's- 


Love towards him ; for if any love God, 
it is a Gift of his free Grace, and God 


| loved his Ele&t before the Creation of 


the World; and St. Paul giveth us a 
clear inſtance of it, Row, 9. 13. For 
God ſaith he loved arob and hated Eſau 


from their mathers Womb : And the 1 
of David WA framed after God's _ 


heart, 1 Sam. 13. 14. and that is the 
Reaſon that this Holy Man hath ſrch 
rare Expreſſions in his Pfalms, of his 
unfeigned Love towards Gcd, and to 
confirm the Choice and Election of 
God's faithful Ones, we have divers 


inſtances of it in his word, {or Nee 


was a choſen Servant of the Lord, as it 
appears by theſe words; Numb. 16. F. 
E ven bim who:n he hath chiſen, will he 
canſe to come near unto him; and Aaron 
was a choſen Servant ot the Lord, 


Deut. 18. 3. and ſo Cys King of Perſia 
a. a choſen Servant of the Lord ts Ex:cnie 


bis Mill, as it appears, . 44. 28. And 
S. Prul was a choſen Vieſſil, as it appears, 
Ads 9. 15, But the Lord ſaid unto him, 
Go tly way : jor he is a choſen Vellt] unto 

me 
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me, to bear ny Name before the Gentiles, 
and Rings, and the Children of Iſrael. 

Now this incomparable Love of God 
towards St. Paul in Converting of him 
to become from a Perſecutor, one of 
the greateſt Inſtruments of God's Glory 
that ever was; did kindle in his Breaſt 
ſuch a fervent Love towards God, that 
he often deſired to be diſſelved and to 

be with Chriſt, Phil. 41. 23. and wiſbed 
himſelf accurſed for the increaſe of God's 
glory, confirming our bleſſed Saviour's ſay- 
ing, be loveth much to whom much is for- 
given, Luke 7. 47. as appeared by 
Mary Mazdalen, and the Prophet David, 
who after the Pardon of his two hor- 
rible Sins, Adultery and Murther, did 
ſo ferveatly love God, that all his de- 
light was to Meditate Day and Night 


— 


in his Law, and to Magnifie his love 


towards him; as it appears in the 
18 Pſal. 1. I will he thee, O Lord, my 
ſtrength, and in Pſal. 116. I. I /ove the 
Lord becauſe he hath heard my voice, and 


my ſupplication, becauſe be hath inclined 


his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon 
him as long as I live; by all which we 
may ſee, that worldly and carnal Love 

18 


—— 
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is Vanity and Vexation of Spirit: But the 
Love of God towards Man, and the 
Love of Man towards God, fill the 
Hearts of all thoſe who are poſſeſſed 
with it, with unſpeakable Joy and Com- 
fort in this Life, and will alſo crown 
their Souls with Eternal Glory in the 
Life to come. 


— wi, —ů— — — —— 


1 a 
OF THE 


VANITY 
Wor ldly Joy, 


And the Evils that attend 
the fame. 
A Laughter is an expreſſion of joy, 

"A ſo Weeping is a ſign of Sorrow; 
which two Properties are only peculiar 
to Mankind, for altho' the Ape ſeems to 
Laugh, he doth but Grin; and the 


Crocodile that ſeemeth to Weep, doth 
bur 
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but Moan : For Joy and Sorrow are the 


Afſections of the Mind, therefore un- 


reaſonable Creatures are Incapable of 
them; Notwithſtancins ſome moralilts 
conceive, that the paſſion cf Joy, and 


the paſſion of Delight are one and the 
fame thing, which cannot certainly be; 


becauſe delight is common to Men and 
Beaſts, fois not Joy: For delight pro- 
cceds from the Pleaſures ot the Senſcs, 


and joy from the contentedneſs of tre 


Mind; and our Bleſſed Saviour while he 
was on the Earth, ſhew'd, that theſe 


Taſſions, Joy and Sorrow did reſide in 


him, as it may appear by theſe Words, 
* 27 11. Theſe things have I {poken 
unto you, that my Joy might remain in jou, 
and that your Foy might be full; This 
confirms his Paſſion of Joy, and this will 
that of Sorrow. John 11. 33, 34. When 
Jeſus therefore ſaw her weeping, and the 
Jews alſo weeping that came with her; he 


 groaned in the Spirit an was troubled and 


ſaid, where bave ye laid him? They [aid 
unto him, Lord come and ſee: Fiſus Wepr. 
Now Chriſt being Purity itſelf, it is im- 
poſſible he ſhould have any Affections 


proceeding from the Senſes, and there- 
© | fore 
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fore it is certain, that Joy and Delight 


are two diſtinct Paſſions: This ſweet 


and comfortable Paſſion of Joy, was gi- 
ven to the reaſonable Creatures, by 
their gracious and merciful Creator, to 
ſweeten and temper the bitterneſs of 
their Sorrows, that come ſometimes 
upon them as thick as ſtorms of 
Hail; under the Burthen of which they 
would undoubtedly have fainted, if God 

out of his Infinite Goodneſs and Mercy 


had not affotded them this Cordial of 


Joy: For altho' Joy be Pleaſant to Na- 
ture, yet it is a meer ſtranger to It, but 


| Sorrow which ſhe abhors, is her con- 


F. - = 8. Yor 
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that Men have in this Life, they have 
a pound of Sorrow; yet becauſe Joy 
is the Comfort of Mens lives, for 


without it they could not ſubſiſt; for 


your better information obſerve this 
laduction of particulars following. 

1. What Joy is. 

2. The Cauſes Afi . 

3. Its Effects. 

4. The Excellency of Spiritual Joy. 

Firſt, There are two forts of Joy, 
WE. and Spiritual: Joy is a Spi- 

ritual 
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ritual Raviſhment of the Soul, by an 


intimate familiarity that true Chriſtians 


have with their Gracious God, by Con- 


templation, Meditation, or fervent 


Prayer, but Worldly Joy is a ſuddea 
and violent Motion of the Heart ; pro- 
ceeding, in the Opinion of the Moraliſts, 
from the poſition or ſight of ſome Ob- 
ject much deſired, which is really good 
or reputed ſo by the imagination of 
Men ; yet it will appear by the proper- 
ties and eſſects of it, it doth not always 
come from the poſſeſſion of a beloved 
Object, or from any imaginary good, 


but from ſome pleaſant Relations, ſcur- 


rilans Speeches, ridicuòods Pöitures, 
and deformed Objects; for Joy, as 1 
ſaid before, is placed or ſeated in the 


Mind, and is rather infuſed into the 


Heart by the Eye or the Far, than by 


any of the other three Senies. 
Secondly, The Cauſes of Worldly 

Joy, are either publick or private, the 

publick commonly proceed from the 


immediate Hand of God. As firſt, It 


was a great Joy to the Childten of 
Iſrael, preſently after their coming out 
of Egypt, to ſee the Sea go back, and 


make 


| 
| 
| 
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make a free Paſſage to their Hoſt to go 
through the mid{t of it, and when they 
were all ſafe come to dry land, to ſee 
the rowliag Waves of the Sea to turn 
back and overwhelm Pharaoh and all 
his Army. 1 
| Secondly, It was a cauſe of publick 


Joy, when it pleaſed the Lord to deli- 


ver the People of the F:ws from that 
bloody Decree obtained by Haman from 
the great King Ahaſhuerus, againſt the 


ſcattered throughout the Hundred and 
ſeyen and twenty Provinces of the ſaid 


, King's Deminions, for which admirable 


and wonderful Deliverance, they keep 
the 15% and 16th day of the Montn 
Adar, days of Thankſgiving, Feaſting, 
and Rejoycing, from one Generation to 


another, which were called the days of 
Purim. : 


Thirdly, It was Cauſe of publick Joy 


to the Yenerians and all Chriſtendom, 
when God was pleaſed to give to the 
Chriſtian Fleet ſuch a memorable and 
ſamous Victory over the Th Navy 
at the Battle of Lepanto, for which, atter 
Thankſgiving to God, many Days of 


—C 


u hole Nation of the Jews that were 


Feaſt- . 
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Feaſting and Rejoycing were kept at 
Venice, and other Parts of Chriſtendom. 
1 Fourthly, It was an incredible Cauſe 
! of Joy for England, when the Lord 
| * was pleaſed to deliver it from the 
| * dreadfvl Efforts of that deviliſh and 
| helliſh Plot the Gun. Powder Treaſon ; 
for which miraculous Deliverance, after 
hearty Thanks given to God, preat 
Feaſtings, Bonefires, and other Ex- 
preſſions of Joy were made in London, 
and throughout the whole Land. 
Hfſibh., The great Deliverance from 
the [nvaſion of the Spaniſh Armada was 
Cauſe of publick Joy. 3 ä 
Sixth'y and Laſtly, It was Cauſe of 
publick Joy to this Land, when Popery, 
Slavery, and Arbitrary Power was 
coming in upon us like a Floed, or an 
overflowing _tream, God was pleaſed 
out of his abounding Goodneſs and 
Mercy to raiſe us up a Deliverer, who 
by bis Care, Conduct, and Courage, 
and the Almighty's Bieſſings thereupon, 
| hath prevented thoſe ſore Calamities 
| that did at that time ſeem ready to fall 
upon us ; as the loſs of our Religion, 
Lives and Liberty; by which means our | 
t Po- 
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Pollerity would have been brought up 
in Blindueſs and Ignorance ; than which 
no greater Sorrows could poſſibly befall 
us; and therefore for this great Mercy 
we are ever bound to Bleſs and Praiſe 
our great and glorious God; and alſo 


to Honour the Name of our late Sove- 


reiga Lord the King, who did ſuch 
mighty Things for us; nor doubting, 
but the Lord, as a Reward of his great 


Fatigue and Trouble, whilſt he reign'd 


over us, has crown'd him with eternal 


Joy and Felicity in the other World. 


1. It was Cauſe of private Joy to 
the Patriarch Jacob to hear by the re- 
port of his Sons that his Beloved Son 
Foſeph, who he thought had been de- 
voured by wild Beaſts, was chief Go. 
vernour of all Egype, and the next Man 


in Honour to the King. 


2. It was Cauſe of private Joy to 
old Jeſſe to ſee his youngeſt Son David, 
from a Shepherd, to be promoted to be 
King of all /#ae/, and eſpecially to be 


reputed by God himſelf to be a Man 


after his own Heart.  ” 
2. It was Cauſe of private Joy to old 
Mordecai to ſee his Neice Ef her from 
E 2 
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a Captive to be Exalted to be the Wife 
of the great King Alaluerus, and the 
greateſt Queen in the World. 

4. It was Cauſe of incomprehenſible 
Joy to the Virgin Mary, and to all Man- 
kind, to hear the bleſſed and glad Ti- 
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dings that the Angel Gabriel brought 


her from the Lord, ſaying, Luke r. 
26, 46. Behold thou ſhalt conceive in thy 
Womb, and bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call 


his Name Jeſus: He ſhall be great, and 


ſhall be called the ſon of the higheſt, and 
the Lord ſhall give to him the Throne of his 
father David, Whereupon the Virgin 
Mary, being tranſported with Joy, and 
raViſhed in Spirit, ſung ſome days after 
this excellent Song, 475 ſoul doth magni- 
fie the Lord, and my ſpirit rejoyceth in God 

Saviour, Luke 1. 46, Here was a 
trueand real Cauſe of Joy, not only to 
the Virgin Mary; but alſo for all the 
Ele& of God, who by Free-Grace have 
a Part in the Merits of our Saviour: By 
theſe Inſtances, it appears that the 


Cauſes of Joy do proceed from the two 


Senſes, Seeing and Hearing. There 
are divers other Cauſes of worldly Joy, 
Which 
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which are vain aud ridiculous, which 


Man will rejoyce at the Increaſe of his 


has 4 ©» 


which as Solomon ſa) s, Is /amity and 2 
| atten of Spirit, Eccleſ. 2. 2. J ſaid of - 


Men tranſported with immoderate Joy 


Of th: ny "fff 
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arc as follow, 
The private Joy of Worldly Men ſuits 


with their Inclinations, the Ambitious 


Honour and Preferment ; the Cove- 
tous 1a the Abundance of his Riches; the 
Voluptuous Men will rejoyce in the in- 
joyment of their Pleaſures ; the Mer- 
chants and Tradeſmen in the increaſe of 
their Trade; the Lawyers in the mul- 
tiplicity of their Clients and diſcord of 
their Neighbours, the Prophane and | 
Libertine in ail manner of lewd Songs, | 
Sports and Dancing; and alſo in Cham. 
bering, Gluttoay and Drunkenneſs; 
Theſe are the common and oi diuary 
Cauſes of the Joy of worldly Mea, 


laughter it it mad: And of mirth, ha: 
both it? And the truth of ir is, that 


are like Fools and Mad- men. 

The Effects of immoderate Joy would 
be incredible, if they had not been re- 
corded by faithful Authors. A Roman 
Lady laith Lune, — for Joy'at rhe 

; ſight 
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ſight of her Son, whom ſhe thought had 


been ſlain in the Battle of css z. The.- 


phraſt xs Bayion Records the Names of a 


dozen or more at leaſt, who have died 
ſuddenly by the violent D'ſtemper of 
ſudden Joy; ſome by Honours received; 
others by ſeeing their mortal Enemy 
wallowing in their own Blood ready to 
give up the Ghoſt ; others by looking 
upon Pictures, which by their ugly 
Features, enforced them to ſuch an im- 
moderate Laughter, as to deprive them 
of life; and others in the Field, as it 
is Recorded of Epimenides, and of the 
Duke of Roan, who died rather for 


m——_ Þ 


| 


Joy of two great ViRories they ob- 


tained over their Enemies, in two 
pitch'd Battles, than by their 
Wouads, 


But Spiritual Joy is of a mere ſuper - 


excellent Nature, it as far excels world- 
ly Joy as Light doth Darkneſs; Spiri- 
tual Joy raviſheth the Soul, and fills it 
with unſpeakable Pleaſures : For our 
Blefſed'Saviour himſelf, ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle St. Paul, Heb. 12. 2. For the joy that 
4s ſet before him endured the Croſs aud 

deſpi- 
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be burnt: And the greateſt Tortures, 


dot h conſiſt th: Kingdom of God: aq in 


full; intimating, that our Joys cannot 


on of the Myſteries of our Salvation, 
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deſpiſed the ſhame, aad is ſet down at the | 
right hand of God: for this Joy all the | 
Martyrs have deſpiſed the burning |} 
Flames; nay, ſome of them have kiſſed 
the very Stakes, u hereat they were to 


when they have been upon the Rack, 
have ſeemed unto them as if they had 
been upon a Bed of Roſes. And St, Paul, 
to manifeſt the Excellency of Spiritual 1 
Joy, ſaith in Rom. 14. 15. That in Righ- | 
reouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſh, | 


all his Salutations and good wiſhes; to 
the Churches and Saints, he conjoyns 
Joy wich Peace. Rom. 15. 13. Now the 
God of hope fill you with all Jy and Peace in 
Believing. And St. Fcbn in his firſt E- 
Piſtle, ch. 1. v. 4 making a rel. tion of 
the exceilent Myſtcries ot; our Eternal 
Redemption, procured by the Coming 
and Incarnation of Chriſt, concludes 
with theſe Words, And theſe things 
Wrile we unte you, that your Joy may be 


be full or perfect, but in the Meditati- 


Ja I as 


be 
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as St. Peter in his firſt Epiſtle, ſpeaking 
of the trial of Faith, hom having not ſeen 
Je love, in whom tho now you ſee him not, 


yet belie ving, ye rejoyce with Foy unſpeak- | 
able and full of Glory, Thus we ſee plain. 


true Faith in Chriſt, and taking delight 
in Reading and Meditating on the Law 


of God; and that is the Reaſon that the 


Prophet David breaks out in theſe Ex- 


ly that our chiefeſt Joy confiſteth in a 


preſſions, P/al. 32. 11. Be glad in the Lord 


all ye rightecus, and ſhout for joy all ye up- 


right in heart ; for this Spiritual Joy is 


only peculiar to the true Children of 


5 
. 


God; Impenitent Sinners know nothing 
of it; and therefore the Prophet David, 
after his two grievous Sins of Adultery 


and Murder, feeling this excellent Joy 


was departed from him, doth earneſtly 


intreat the Lord in P/. 51. 8. to make 


| him hear Joy and Gladneſs, and that 


the bones which thou b<# broken, ({aith he, 


may rejoyce : And after a heavy burthen 
of Sorrow that he had bore for thoſe | 


tranſgreſſions, which in a manner had 


broken his Bones and dried up the Mar- 
row that was in them, he breaks . 
5 An . 
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and cries, P/. 51, 12. Reſtore unto me 
the joy of thy Salvation, and uphold me by 
thy free Spirit. To conclude, Bleſſed are 
thoſe who prefer the welfare of Fern/a- 
lem above their chiefeſt Joy ; but un- 
happy are they that make worldly Joy 
their ſupream Good. 


Of the Evil Efefts 


O F 
Laſciviouſneſs. 


And the ſad Effects that at- 
tend the ſame. 


| T5 is a 5 Sin that the Voutk 


of this Age are Very Prone to, 


therefore I ſhall ſpeak ſomething of 


the ſaid Conſequences that follow the 
ſame, 

Firf, it is a mix'd delight compos'd 
of two of the moſt Laſcivieus Senſes, 
Seeing and Feeling, called Luſt, which 
is moſt Sinful and Abominable, both in 
the ſight of God and Man; it is canfeſt, 


this Paſſion is more pleaſant than any o- 


ther to our Corrvpt Nature; for de- 


light 
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light is the Darling of Nature, as Sor- 
row 1s our Mortal Enemy; and the 
more pleaſing it is to the Fleſh, the 
* harder it is to be overcome: for the 
Fleſh, faith, St. Paul, Lufteth apainft 
the Spirit, and tbe Spirit agamſt the Fleſh, 
and as theſe are contrary one to ano- 
ther, ſo are their Operations ; for the 
Fruits of the Spirit are Foy, Peace, Long- 
ſuffering, Gentliniſt, Goodneſs, Faith, 
Hi lyneſs,&c. but the Works of the Fleſh 
are, Aduitery, Fornication. Unc/eanneſs vd 
Murder, &c. This ſhould move all Chri- 
ſtians to make it their buſineſs to over - 
come this grand Enemy of their Souls ; 
for if it gets the Maſtery, it deprives 
them of their Reaſon, Faith, Love and 
Fear of God, and tempts them to make 
the Members of Chriſt, the Members 
of an Harlot, 1 Cor. 6. 15, it is allo 
one of the moſt prevailing ſnares of Sa- 
tan, by which he draweth more Millions 
of Souls into the Pir of Everlaſting De- 
ſtruction, than by any other Sin what- 
ſoever, therefore give me leave to en- 
large upon theſe following Particulars : 
1/, What this Sin is; 2«ly, The Evil 
Properties of it; 34h, Its pernicions 

4 Effects; 
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them. 
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Effects; 4thy, God's Judgments on thoſe 
that have been guilty of the ſame; 


5thly, Some means ſhewd how to avoid, 


it ; and /aftly, The expreſs prohibition 


of ii in the Word of God. > 
I. It is a Paſſion of Love and Deſire 


ariſing from a tickling delight of the 


 &enſes, when Men enjoy really or by 
Imagination, ſuch Objects as ſeem plea- 


{:nt to their Fancy; and it is ſo gene- 


ral, that all ſuch as are in the ſtate of - 
Nature, are more or leſs addicted to 


it : Nay, the very Regenerate them- 
ſelyes are ſometimes inſnared by it, by 
the Temptations of Satan, and their 
original Corruptions. The difference be- 
tween them is this; the Unregenerate 
through Impenitency, die in their Sins ; 


and the Regenerate by the free Grace of 


God and his ſanifying Spirit are a- 


wakened out of their ſpiritual Lethargy, 
and by an unfeigned Repentance are a- 
gain reconciled to God, 
II. The Evil Properties of it are fo 
numerous, that it would be endleſs to 
ſpeak of them all, therefore I will ſpeak 
but of ſome of the moſt material of 


t 
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I. It is inſatiable, aud may be com- 
pared to the Horſe - leech, to the Barren 


Womb, and to the Grave; for the de- 


ſires of Laſcivious Men cannot be ſatis- 
fied with all their Carnal delights, their 


Bodies being ſooner tyr'd with the Re- 


iteration of the Act, than their Luſt ex- 
tinguiſhed, for many have been found 


dead in their Miſtreſſes Arms, by en- 
deavouring to ſatis fie their Luſt beyond 


their Natural Abilities. : 
II. It is as inconſtant as the Wind, 


for they delight in nothing more than in 


Changes; for their Judgment and Rea- 
ſon is ſo depraved with the Spirit of 
Uacleanneſs, that it ſo beſots them, 
that they cannot diſcern the Beauty of 
one Object from another, and do often 
forſake the moſt lovely and amiable, to 
dote upon the moſt Deformed ; think- 
ing with themſelves very fooliſhly, That 
flolen Waters are ſweet. | 
III. It hath a moſt deſtruQive Quali- 
ty, for it provokes Men to do the hor- 


_ rideſt Sins that poſſibly can be Named; 


by it the Sodomites were incited to com- 
mit, if. it were poſſible with the very 
Angels, the Sin againſt Nature, Gen. 
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12. 25. Ie moved Pharaoh and Abime- 
lech to take away by Violence Sarah, A- 


braham's Wife. 'Gen. 19. 5. Reuben 


to defile bis Father's Bed, Gen. 35. 22. 
Sechem to d:fl.ur Dinah, Gen. 34, 2. 
the Gibiathites to «b»ſe brur;ſhly the Le- 


_  vites Concubine, Judges 19. 25. David 


; 


| 
* 


to commit Adultery with Barſheba, and to 
cover bis Sin, to murt ler Uriah ter Huſ. 
band. Amnon to raviſh bis own Siſter 
Tamar: Auguſtus to take away by force 


Livia from ber Hu:band : Caligula 


commit Inceſk with his Siſter ; Nero 20 


defile himſelf with bis Mother; Faragonde 


to murther King Clotair ber, Hutband that 
ſhe might the more freel; enjoy her Paramour ; 
King Edgar ro murther bis Favourite to 
bis Wife ; and Roderick to rawiſh 


- 


Il ararr 

„ he Puke of Godfrey's Dans hier, which 
. was the cauſe of the Conqueſt of Spain by 

e the-Moors. A thouſand more Examples 

| might be mentioned, but this is enough 

| to ſtir and move all Chriſtians to ab- 

| hor and flee from this Abominable Sin, 


as from a Serpent. 


IV. "The Effects of it are rather worſe 


than better; it deprives Men of their 
{ Reaſon and Underſtanding ; for Samp- 


{on 
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Of Laſcivicuſneſi, &c. 59 
ſon a Nazarite from his Mothers Womb, 
and a Judge and a Deliverer of Iſrael, 
was ſo beſotted by the Charms and 
Laſcivious Allurements of Dalilabh, that 
he revealed a Secret to her, in the 
Concealing of which conſiſted the ſafety 
of his owa Life, and his native Coun- 
try. 2/y. Sc/omon the wiſeſt Prince that 
ever lived upon Earth, was by the Al- 
luremeats of his Wives and Concubines, 
turned away from the Lord, and Offered 
Sacrifices to their Idols. 3ly. Marcus 
Antonius, a Valiant Commander of the 
Rimant, who never had been foil d in 


all his martial Atchievements before he 


was infatuated with the alluring Charms 
of Cleopatra; by which he was ſo de- 
prived of his Underſtanding, that at 
the Battle of Actium, when he had the 
better of the day, he fled away to fol-. 
low her that carried his heart away; 


by which means he loſt his Life and the 


Empire too: But A-i/torle, to diſſuade 
his Diſciples from Loving or Admiring 
baſe Won un, told them that they were 
like Maremaids, who are extraordinary 
Beautiful above Water, for their Face 
is round and fair, their Hair as yellow 
| as 


\ 
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as Gold, their Eyes of a loving dark 
| Grey, their Mouth ſmall, their Lips | 
i as red as Coral, their Teeth white as 
Snow, their Preaſts as round as an 
Apple, and their Arms, Hands, Shoul- 
ders, Back, Flanks, as white as Ala- 
baſter; but, ſays he, their Tayl is like | 
the Tayl of a great Serpent, frightful, 
full of Teeth and deadly Poyſon : 
1 Therefore how fooliſh muſt thoſe Men 
be, that are in love with theſe Emiſſa- 
ries of Hell; for as the Wiſeman ſaith, 
ol By means of a wtor:iſh Woman, a Man is | 
' brought to a Morſel of Bread, as we may | 
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ſee by theſe few inſtances following. 
| 1. All the Treaſures of Aſia did not 
'{ ſuffice the exceſſive Extravagancies of | 
Marcus Antonius and Cleopatra; all the 
Revenues of the Roman Empire did not 
ſerve to diſcharge the laſcivious Riots | 
of the Emperours, Caligala, Nero, Oct a- | 
vius, Domitianus and Heliogabalus, 3h. 
All the Comings in of the Kingdom of 4 
France did not ſerve to ſatisfie the great 
Extravagancies of Henry the Third, King 

| of France; for he left the Crown indebt- 

cd Fourſcore Millions of Crowns, altho' 

be raiſed the Subſidies and Impoſts of | 
| : —_—_ 
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Of Laſciviouſneſs, &c. 61 
his Realm, as much more as they were 
in his Father's Reign: whereby it is 
plainly ſeen, that ſuch Princes are great 
Oppreſſors of their Subjects. 4%. And 
daily Experience doth ſhew that many 


Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Rich Mer- 
chants have conſumed all, as the Pro. 


digal Son did, with Harlots and riotous 


Living. 5/y. It ſhortens Mens days, 


and makes their lives miſerable. 6ly. 
The Judgments of God that hath been 


| inflicted upon whole Nations, or par- 


ticular Perſons that have been guilty of 
this crying Sin, are innumerable ; but 
I will here take Notice of ſome few of 
them, that ſo if it be poſſible to con- 
vince the wild and extravant Youth of 
this our preſent Age of their great 
Folly, in giving way to that that will 


in the End, prove very deſtructive and 


fatal to them, if not timely prevented 


by a hearty and ſincere Repentance, and 


thorough Reformation. 6 
Firſt, All the Inhabitants of Sodom 


and Gomorr ah were deſtroyed by Fire and 


Brimſtone, Gen. 19. 5. 24. Righteous 
Lot, and his two Daughters only ex- 
cepted. 2. Twenty four Thouſand of 

| the 
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the People of Iſrael, were conſumed by | 


the Plague for their Fornications with 


the Moabitiſi Women. 3. All the Tribe 


of Benjamin, ſix hundred only excepted, 
were deſtroy'd by the Sword, for Pa- 
tronizing the abhorred Luſts of ſome 


of the Gibeonites, committed upon the | 
Lovites Concubine. 4 All the Inhabi- - 


tants of Jonia, were deſtroyed by Cyrus 


for their Laſcivious Practices. 5. All 


the French in Sicilia were Murthered ia 
one Night by the Sicilians, for their A- 


dbominable Ucleanneſs and Fornications 
committed with the Women of that 


Kingdom. 6. Reuben was deprived of 
his Birthright, for deßling of his Fa- 
ther's Bed, Gen. 34. 26. 7. S-chbem loſt 
his Life for the Rape of Dirab, Numb. 25. 
8. Zimri Was run through with a Jave- 


lia by Phine for his impudent Forni- 


cation with a Midianite Lady. 9g. Eli 


the High Prieſt, and Hophni and Phineas 


loſt their Lives, the two laſt for their 
Pollutions committed with the 1/r azl:r.{{ 
Women that came to Shilob; and the 
firſt for not reprehending his Sons ſo 
ſeverely as he ſhould have done for their 


Laſcivious Courſes. 10. King David 


was 
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committed with Ba ſheba, 2 Sam. 11. 4. 
11. Amnon his Son ſlain by the Servants 
of Abſolom his Brother, for the Rape of 
his Siſter Thamar, 2 Sam. 13. 14. 29. 
12. And Abſelom was kill'd by the 
Command of Joab, for defiling his Fa- 
ther's Concubines in the ſight of the 
Sun, and all /ae/. 13. Pope John XII. 
was murthered in his Bed for his Adul- 


tery with a Roman Lady. 14. One of 
the $forza's, Duke of Millay, was Mur- 
thered in the Church of St. Stephen, by 


a Gentleman, for the Adultery by him 


committed with his Wife. 15. Alex- 3 


andir de Medicis, Duke of Flirence, was 
ſlain in his Bed, as he lay waiting for 
the coming of a Gentlewoman, whom 
he had Allured to his Luſt. 15. A 
Counſellor of the Court of Parliament 
of Paris, ſlew a Gentleman and his own 
Wiſe, as they lay in Bed together; 


for he ſtuck them through the Back 


with a Stiletto, as they were in the 
very AQ; for as Solomon ſaith, Prov. 6. 
3 4+ Fealou ſie is the Rage ef a Man, tbere- 
fore he will not ſpare bim in the day of Ven- 
g-ance, Theſe ſad and dreadful Inſtan- 

Ces - 
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was ſeverely puniſh'd for his Adultery | 
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ces, ſhould be a Warning to all, to take 


great care to ſubdue all Deſires after the | 
Fleſh, and to induce them to uſe all the 


_— they can to mortifie the ſame. 


. The Means whereby we may o- 


—_ this Unruly Paſſion of burning 


Luſt, is to endeavour toattain to a Habit 


in theſe four Vertues or Graces: As, 
1, Continency. 2. Temperance. 3. For- 
ticude. 4. Sanctification. 


Firſt, We muſt endeavour by conſtant 


and fervent Prayers to God, to obtain 
the Grace of Continency, of which there 
are two ſorts, Corporeal and Intelle u- 
al ; the firſt is common to natural Men, 
as well as the Children of God, but the 
ſecond is peculiar to the Children of 


God, becauſe it is an immediate Gift of 
the Sanctifying Spirit of Grace, to ſuch 


as are Regenerated by a juſtifying Faith, 
for by Faith Mea are Juſtified, and af. 


terwards Sanctifed: For all things which 
are done without Faith, caunot (faith St. 


Paul) be acceptable to God, but are rather 


an Abomination unto bim. The Heathens 


have excell'd in this corporeal Conti- 
nency moſt of the Chriſtians in theſe 
Days, as it may appear by the Carringe 

of 


3 


r 


| 
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of Alexander the Great, towards the two 


Daughters of K. Darius, and of Publius 


Scipio towards a Spaniſh Lady that was 


his Captive, but none of them could e- 


ver attain to Intellectual Continency, 


becauſe they were out of the Covenant 


of Grace, and by conſequence incapa- 
ble of a Juſtifying Faith; and among 
thoſe who were under the Covenant of 
Grace, the Number was but ſmall that 
were truly coatinent; or had the Gift 
of the Corporeal and Intellectual Con- 
tinency, except it were Iſaac, Joſeph, and 
St. Paul; for all the other Patriarchs 
were addicted to Polygamy. This Cor- 
poreal Continency may proceed from 


Natural Cauſes, as from a defect in Na- 


ture, as the Eunuchs; or it may be 


obtained from the Precepts of Morality 
or a good Education; but the Intellec- 


tual cannot be acquired, becauſe it is a 
ſupernatural Grace of the Sanctifying 


Spirit, except it be by frequent and fer- 
vent Prayers to God who is the only Gi- 
ver of it; and certainly for the want of 
this Grace of Intellectual Continency, 
many good Chriſtians commit Advltery 
with their own Wives; for our Bleſſed 


Saviour 


_— —  —_——— 
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viour, who was the beſt Interpreter of | 
the Law that ever was upon Earth, doth 
tell us plainly, Mat. 5. 28. Tha“ who- 
foever looketh upon a Woman to Luſt after 


her, hath committed Adultery with her al- 
read) in his Heart, 


This ſhould move all good Chriſtians 
to take heed to their Ways and their 
Doings, that they be not Enſnared by 
their deceitful Hearts, and the Temp- 
tations of Satan with this kind of Adul- 
tery ; or if they be, that they may un- 
feignedly repent of it before Death part | 
their Soul from their Body; otherwiſe 


without the ſpecial Mercy of God, their 


Souls run as great a hazzard by this, as 
by the Actual. 3 

Secondly, we muſt endeavour to at- 
tain to a habit of Temperance and So- 
briety, Vertue or Grace, oppoſite to the“ 
Vices of Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, two | 
of the greateſt provokers to Luſt, theſe 
alſoare diſtinguiſhed thus ; Corporeal 
and Intellectual. 5 

Corporeal Temperance may be ac- |. 
quired by Moral Precepts, but the Intel. 
lectual is an immdiate Gift of the SanQi- 
fying Spirit of Grace, and cannot be 

| obtajned 


| obtained but by Prayer, for God is the 
only Giver of it, and it is properly called 
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Meekneſs of Spirit, and the Inſepara- 
ble Companion of the Spirit of Sancti- 


_ fication, The Properties and Effects of 
it are plainly ſeen in the Carriages and 
| Replies of Job, Aſoſes, David, and Hezee 


Ria; hben the 7leſſengers came ſud:lenly 


one after another, and brought Job tidings 
of the loſs of all he bad, and at laſt the 


dath of bt Children; he reply d with ad- 
muiab.e meekneſs of Spirit, Job 1. 21. The 


Lord bath given, and the Lord hath taſten 


away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, 
Moſes alſo with the. like meekneſs of Spi- 
rit, did Patiently endure the falſe and 


baſe Reproaches of his own Brother 


and Siſter, for which he was called by 
the Holy Ghoſt, the m-ekeſ# Ma upon 


Earth, Num. 12. 3. Eli with the ſame 
mee kneſs of Spirit anſwer'd the Prophet 


Samuel, when he had cold him the Will 
of the Lord concerning the Death of 


bis two Sons, and the caſting off his 


Poſterity from the Prieſt's Office, it 


* the Lord, let bim do what ſcematch good un- 


to him, 


* 


Fourth - 
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| Fourthly, When King David heard the 
| bitter Curſes of Shimei, for the which 


| Abifpai would have lain him, he An- 
; ſwered with the like Meekneſs of Spi- | 


rit, 2 Sam. 16. 9, 10. Let him curſe, be- 
cauſe the Lord bath ſaid unto bim Curſe 


thou done ſo? 


the Prophet Iſaiab was ſent by the Lord 
to pronounce heavy and dreadful Judg- 


tot 
Miſtreſs, proceeded from the fame Root, 
and a true fear of God, ſee Gen. 39. 8, 9. 
Behold my Mater knoweth not what be 
he hath into my hand: there is none greater 


thou art bis Wife, how can I then do this 
great Hickeaneſs, and ſo ſin againſt God? 


David, who ſhall ſay then, wherefore haſt 


Fif:hly, Good King Hexeliab, when 


ments againſt Jeraſalem and his Poſteri- 
ty; he made Anſwer, the Mord of the | 
Lord is good which thou haſt ſpoken, lai. | 
39. 8. whereby it appears, that the 
828 of the Mind is a great curb 

virulent Paſſions of Mankind, for 
the Anſwer that Joſeph made to his lewd 


bath in the Houſe, but hath committed all | 


in the Houſe than I, neither bath he kept | 
any thing from me but only thee, becauſe \ 


But ſuch is the depravity of this Age, 
that 
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that I have heard ſome ſay, that Joſepb 


| Was a Fool and a Sot for ſo doing; but 
that is their groſs and vile Miſtake. As 
for Corporal Temperance and Sobriety, 


the Heathens have excelled moſt Chri- 
ſtians, as it will appear by theſe follow - 
Ing inſtances. 

Hirt, King Cyr being requeſted by 
his Steward, to know of him where 
and what he would be pleaſed to have 
for his Supper, Anſwered, I will Sup 
by the River fide, and have only for 
my Eating, Bread and Salt, and as for 
Drink, we ſhall have enough out of the 
River. 


Secondly, The Queen of Caria, having 


ſeat the rareſt Cooks that were in Aſia, 
he ſent them back to her with this Meſ- 


ſage, That he had no need of Cooks, as 


long as he obſerv'd the Precepts of his 
Tutor L40::3des, who had Charged him 
to Exerciſe his Body in the Morning in 
running of Races a Foot, or in the ma- 
naging of his War Horſe, to get him a 


| ſtomach to his Dinner, and to walk two 
or three Miles in the Evening to have 


an Appetite to his S ipper: 
* "x Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Phocion one of the Gover- 
nours o the Athenian Commonwealth, 
was tound at Dinner, by an Ambaſſador 
that Alexander had ſent to him with ten 
Talents, wich one ſingle Diſh of Meat; 
having demanded of the Embaſſador the 
Reaſon why Alexander ſent him ſuch a 
Preſent, he anſwered, only for your In- 


tegrity and Vertue; pray let him leave 


me ſo, ſaid Phocion, for this Gold may 
make me unjuſt and Vitious; and ſo 
with Thanks ſent the Preſent back 
again. 

"Fourtbly, Luc ius Quintus Cincinnatus, 
Dictator 2 the Roman Commonwealth, 
was found at Dinner with a fmall piece 
of Meat and a Diſh of Turnips, by the 
Ambaſſador of the Samnites, that was 
ſent to him with a great ſumm of Gold, 
to induce him to ſhew them Favour in 
the obtsining of a Peace, which they 
required of the Ryman Senate; where- 
uponcincinnatui ſhewing him the frugality 


of his Diet, bid him tell the Samnites, 


that he that can be contented with ſuch 
fare, needs no Gold; and therefore car- 
ry it back, for if their Requeſt be juſt, 


they ſhall have my Favour without 4 
ut 
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but if otherwiſe, all the Riches of the 


| World ſhould not procure it: Theſe 


are Evidences of the Temperance of the 
Ancient Perſians, Greeks and Roman:; but 
ſoon after the Perſians by Cambyſes, the 
Greeks by Alcibiades, and the Romans 
by Lucullus, were allured to deſire Riches 
and Pleaſures, they became the moſt 
Covetous and moſt Voluptuous Nation 
in the World, and all their former 
Vertues were turn'd to Vices; there- 
fore I conclude, that Temperance and 
Sobriety, are the inſeperable Compa- 
nions of Continency and Sanctification. 
and that Riches, Gluttony and Drun- 
kcnneſs, are the greateſt provokers to 
Luſt, and laſcivious Deſires ; and this 
Paſlage of St. Paul doth confirm the 
ſame, 1 Theſ. 5. 6, 7. They that ſleep, 
ſaich he, ſleep in the Night, and they that 
a-e drunken, are drunken in the Night, but 
let us of the Day be ſober ; therefore let us 
not Heep, but watch and be fober, intima- 
ting that none are more fit to attain to 
Holyneſs, than thoſe who are Tempe- 
rate and Sober, and none farther off 
than thoſe that give themſelves up P. 
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Laſciviouſneſs, Gluttony aud Drunken- 


neſs. | 
Thirdly, We are to Endeavour to at- 
tain to a habit in Fortitude called by 
fome a Vertne ; but when it is accom- 
1 panied with Faith it is a Grace of the 
K ſanctify ing Spirit. 1. By it Sbadrach, 
[ Meſbech and Abednego did indure with [ 
admirable Conſtancy the burning Flames | 
of the firy Furnace, heated ſeven times 
hotter than it was wont to be, rather 
than to worſhip the Golden Image | 
which Nebuchadnez xar the King had ſet 
up. 2. By the fame Fortitude Daniel 
did freely aſſent to be caſt into the Lyons | 
Den, rather than to leave off Worſhip- 
ing his God three times a day by Pray- 1 
er, as he was wont to do. 3. By it 
all thoſe Worthies mentioned in the 
Eleventh Chapter to the Hebrews, did 
endure with indefatigable Patience all the 
ſufferings there enumerated. 4. By the [=] 
like Fortitude all the Martyrs in Queen | 
| Mary's Days, did bear with a ſweet | | 
| Temper of Spirit, the fiery Tryal that z 
was inflicted upon them. f 
Four:bly, We are to Endeavour at, 
and attain to, a habit in the Grace of | 
Sancti- 


at, | 
of | 
di- 
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Sanctifcation; as the Seal of our 
Jaſtificatiou, Regeneration, and Re- 
demption; and the only means to ob- 
tain it, is by conſtant and fervent Pray- 
ers, and daily Exerciſes in all other 
Religious Duties, having ever in your 
mind theſe paſſages of Scripture, Heb, 
12. 14. for wit bout bolineſs no man ſhall 
{ee the Lord, 2 Thel. 2. 23. becauſe God 
from the beginning hath choſen you to ſal- 
vation by the ſancłific ation of the Spirit, 
and belief of the Truth, 1 Theſ. 4. 3, 4, 
5, 6. that you ſhould abſtain from fornica- 
tion, that every one of you ſhould know how 
to poſſeſs bis Veſſel in holineſs and henour, 
and not it in the Luſt of Concupiſcence, even 
as the Gen:iles that know not God; for God 
hath not called us to Uncleanneſs but unto 
Holineſ:. Now to conclude, to make all 


Men dread and fear to fall into this horid 


Sin of Uncleanneſs; | have here collected 


| ſome Paſſages out of the Scripture, 


ſhewing them how deſtructive this Sin 
zs both to their Bodies and Souis, Ece. 
. 2, 3. Give pot thy Soul to a Wiman, to 


ſet ber feet upon thy ſubſt ance. 


Meet not an Havlot, leſt thou fall inte 
ber ſnares. 


3 Pre» 
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Hell. 
_ ditch, and a ſtrange Wiman a deep Pit. 


Prov. 2, 3, 4, 5. The Lips of a ſtrange 


Woman drop as an Hen) Comb, and ber 


Aouth is ſmoother than Oil, but ber End 

z bitter as Wormwocd, and ſharper than a 

two edged Sword, ber Feet go down to Death, | 

ber ſteps take bold of Hell. — 
Eccleſ. 8. 10. Sit not at ail with another |. 


. Man's Wife, nor fit down with her in thy 


Arms, and ſpend not thy Money with her at 
the Wine, leſt thine heart incline unto her, 


and ſo through thy deſire thou fall into De- 
ſtruct ion. 


Prov. 9. 2. Vhoſo committeth Adultery 
with a Weman lacketh Underſt anding: He 


that doth it deſtreyet hᷣ his own Soul. 


Prov. 9. 17, 18. Stollen Waters are 
ſweet, and Bread eaten in ſecret is pleaſant: 
But he knoweth not that the Dead are there, 
and that ber Gueſts are in the depth of 


Prov. 23. 27. For 4 Whore is 4 deep 


Eccleſ. 8. 5. Gaze not on Maid that 
thou fall net by theſe things that are precious 
in ber. Prov. 8. 6. Give not thy Soul unto 
Harlets, that thou looſe not thy Subſtance. 


Eccleſ. 


2 


of Laſciviouſneſ:, &c. "OF 
Eccleſ. 8.7. Look not round abont thee 
inthe Streets of the City, neither wanaer in 
the ſolitary places thereof. 
Turn away thine Eyes from a Beut fal 
Woman, and look net upon anocbers Brau- 
ty: for many have been deceived with the 
Beauty of a Woman ; herewith Love j lin- 
dled as Fire. Eccleſ. 23. 18, 19, 20. A 
Man that breaketh Wedlock, ſaying 
thus in his Heart, who ſeeth me, i am 
compaſſed about with Darkneſs : the IWall 
covers me, and no body ſeeth me, what need 
I to fear, the moſt high will not remember 
my Sins; ſuch a Man feareth only the 
Eyes of Men, and knoweth not that the 
Eyes of the Lord are ten thonſand times 
brighter than the Sun, beholding all the 
ways of the Sons of Men: this Man 
ſhall be puniſhed in the Streets of the 
City ; and were he ſuſpecteth not, he 
ſhall be taken. 
Hy theſe and many other places in 
the word of God, we may ſee how fatal 
and deſtructive this horrid Sia is, there- 
fore it behoveth us all to look ſtrictly 
to our ways, that we may not by our 
own Corruptions ſet on fire by the 
Sn of Satan, be inſnared in 
D 2 this 


chis horrid Sin of Uncleanneſs; let all 
young Men keep this Ecripture always 
in Mind, Eccl. 11, 9. Rejozce, O Toung 
Mau, in thy Toutb, and let thy heart chear 
the in the days of thy Youth, and walk in | 
the ways of thy H art, and in the fight of 
thine Eyes; but know thou that for all theſe 
tmgs God will bring thee to Fudg ment : 
And alſo the old Sinner, leſt he deſpair 
always, Remember this ſaying of the | 
Prophet (Iſai. 55. 6, 7.) Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found, call upon him | 
while be is near, let the Mic led forſake bis 
vn and the uurightecus Man bis thoughts, 
and let bim return unto the Lord, and le 4 
wil bave mercy upon him, and te our God | 
for he will abundantly pardon. There is 
no doubt but God out of his infinite 
Mercy will have compaſſion on them, | 
and it will bind Satan from tempting 
ſo many old Sinners to deſpair as he 
doth, by ſuggeſting falſely, that their 
Sins are unpardonable; by which means | 
i they many times lay violent hands upon & 
themſelves, which is to commit a 
Sin very near to the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt; for to deſpair of God's 
Mercy, is to yield up to Satan our | 
_ . Spiritual ; 
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Spiritual Weapons, which would de- 


fend us from all his Aſlaults; for 
were your Sins greater than the Sins 


of Mana{:th King of Jadah, and equal 


with that of Judas, who betrayed his 
Lord and Maſter, yet if they deſpair 


not of God's Mercy, they will undoub:- 


edly find Mercy, God being pleaſed to 


magnifie his Mercy by calling ſome old 


Sinners into his Vineyard, at the laſt 
Hour of the Day, and to give them out 
of his abundant free Grace the fame 
Wages as he had agreed to give thoſe 
that had born the Burden and Heat ot 
the Day: = 
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O F 


AMBITION, 


Aud the Eris. chat artend; 


the ſame. 


S it is not the Quality but Quan- 


tity of Wine that is offenſive to 


Men, ſoit is the Exceſs and Irregularity 
of Mens Ambition, that is deſtructive 


to Mankind; for as a little Wine re- 
joyceth the Heart, ſo a ſpark of Am- 


bition in the Hearts of Men, bends their 


Minds upon generous Actions, and could 
they make Vertue and Holineſs the 
only Objects of their Ambition, as they 
do the Glory and Honour of this World, 
Ambition would prove to be the beſt 
an 


| 


| 


—— 


and moſt commendable Paſſion of Man- 
kind. Them ſtocles did uſe to ſay, that 
the great Trophies of Aihiades did hin- - 
der him from taking of his natural Reſt: 
Even ſo, if the Faith of Abraham, the 
Righteouſneſs of Lot, the Patience of 

70b, the Continency of Foſe;h, the Meek. 
neſs of Moſes, the Zeal of Ph: neas, the 
Fervency of David, and the Holynels 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, were the Objects 
of Mens Ambition, Ambitious Men 
would be the only Men in the World, 
and be reputed the only excellent upon 
Earth; but to be exceſſively Ambitious 
of the fading momentar) Riches, Ho- 
nours and Glories of this World, is the 
greateſt piece of Folly and Madneſs 


_ imaginable, as will appear by the Evil 


Properties of the fame, and the Per- 
nicious Effects of it; w hich 1 ſhall 17 
down, together with ſome few Rules to 


Prevent the overflowing of this evil 
Paſſion. 


Hrſt, The Evil properties of Am- 
bition are numerous, therefore I ſhall 


only ſpeak of three tor brevity ſake. 


The firſt Property is, it hath no li- 
mits nor bounds ; and this I will prove 


2 4 by 
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by three Inſtances, that are known by 


choſe that read much ancient and mo- - 


dern Hiſtories. 
1. The Ambition of the Democrati- 


cal Common Wealth of Rowe had no 
Bounds, altbough the Beginning of it 


was vile and [mal]; it was vile, becauſe 
the firſt Erecters were the greateſt part 
of them Outlaws, Fugitives and Vaga- 
bonds : And it was ſmall, becauſe they 
did not exceed three thouſand, till the 
Sabine; joyned with them; the firſt 
Object of their Ambition was the City 
of Alba, which was deſtroyed in one 


day, the ſecond was Gabe, and the Ci- 


tizens of them. both were joyn'd with 
the R:mans, and fo by degrees ſubdued 


all their Neighbouring Princes and 


Common-Wealtas; then Sicilia was the 


Object of their Ambition, then Car- 


thage, Spain, France, England, Greece, 
Macedonia, and Armenia: and when 


they had in Poſſeſſion the greateſt part 


af Eurepe, Aſia, and Africa, then the 
Ambition of Cefar ſwallowed np them, 
who from a Servant became their lm- 
pcrious Lord; neither was the Ambi- 


tioa of their Emperors ever Limited, 


for 


— 


f 


* 
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Aa, and then came over the Heleſpon- 
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for the greater part of them did En- 


deavour to enlarge their Dominions, 
till the Days of the Emperor Trajan, in 
whoſe time was the Top of all their 
Glory, for preſently after it began to 
decay. 58 
2. The O:t-man Ambition was never 


limited; at firſt it was contained in 


the bounds of a Country Village, their 
number being not above ſix hundred, 
then they extended the ſame into leſler 


tus into Greece, Conquered Conſt antinople, 
ſuppreſled the Greek Empire, ſubdued 
Ser via, Dalmat ia, and great part of 
Hungary, then Egypt, Syria, Armenia, 
with the Iſland ot Cyprus and Rhodes, 
and all the Iſlands of the Archipel ago, 
then they got 1ato Perſia, but were 
forced to give it over becauſe of their 
Civil Diviſions. 

3. The Ambition of the Houſe of 
A:Rria was ever limited. 1. In the 
days of F. ide and Jlabella, they 
Conquered tne Kingdom of Granada 
and the Weſft-Indies, and by a wile po- 
ſeſled themtelves of the Kingdom of 
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Navarre, and drove the French out of 


the Kingdom of Naples. 


The ſecond Property of Ambition is, 


that it hateth all Competitors and E- 
quals; numerous Inſtances might be 
produced for the Proof it, but fix ſhall 
ſerve. 1. Romulus and Remus Brethren, 
having been choſen Kings or Gover- 
nours of the Fugitives that were the firſt 
Erectors of the Reman Common, wealth 
did not Reign 10 Years together, but 
Romulus out of Ambition to Reign 
alone, flew his Brother Remus, under 
colour that he had in deriſion leaped 
over the Mud Walls of the. City of 
Reme. 2. Lucius Tarquinius im patient 
of the long Lite and Reign of Servzzs 
Tullius, his Father. in lav, Poſſeſſed with 
41 Ambitious deſire of Reigning in his 
ſtead, by the Baſe and Horrid Inſtiga- 
tion of T:-/l-a his Wife, threw him down 
the Senate-Chamber- Stairs, and cauſed 


him to be Murdered in the Streets of 


Rome, and this Curſed and Ambitious 
Tuliia, coming from the Senate in a 
Chariot with four Horſes, very baſely 
and wickedly, cauſed her Coachman to 
drive the Chariot over her Father's 
Body, 
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Body, as he lay a dying, wallowing in 


his own Blood, in the midſt of the 


Street, by whoſe untimely and violent 
Death, ſhe came to have the Fruition 
of her curſed Ambition, 3. Craſſus, 
Pompeius and Cæſar having divided the 
Power of the Roman .Common-wealth 


between them, Craſſus being gone with 


a great Army into Aſis to ſubdue the 
Parthians, and Ceſar with another Ar- 


my into France, and Pompeius left with 


another Army at Rome, to preſerve. 
I:a'y; all three of them being exceſſively 
Ambitious, and eſpecially the two laſt, 


could not be contented with their pre- 


ſent good Condition, but under-hand 


aſpir d to be abſolute Monarchs, which 


Ceſar after the Death of Craſſus eaſily 
obtained. After the Death oi Cæſar, 
L-p:dus, Marcus Antonius, aud Auguſtus . 
Cz/ar divided the Power of the Ran 
Empire between them, but before ſeven - 
Years were expir'd, Auguſt us Caf..r, that 
was the moſc Ambitious, became the 
abſolute Monarcn of the World by 
theſe Means; firſt Antonius and Auguſtus + 
joyued together to deprive Lepids of 
pis part; then Antonius and —_ 

| tel 
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fell out, but Auguſtus given more to am- 1 
dition then Antoni, he ſoon deprived > | 
him of his Part, and ſo became the 1 
only Monarch upon Earth. 5. The 
Emperor Se verus at his Death left his 
two Sons Baſſianzs and Getta equal Heirs | 
of the Roman Empire, but Baſſianus being 
overcome with Ambition, very cruelly © 
flew his Brother Gerea in his Mother's 
Arms, in leſs than a Years time after- 
wards. 6. Lews the Twelfth King of 
France, and Ferdinando King of Arragon, 
by a mutual conſent, did divide the 
Kingdom of Naples between them; but 
the Spaniards being more Ambitious than | 


the French, under colour of a Toll paid 
tor Cattel, which did really belong to 
the French, but fained to be the Spa- | 
ni ar di; Ferdinando Pride and Ambition 
roſe to that height, that he ſcorn'd to 
have any Competitor, or equal in tagt 
Kingdom, deprived the French of all ne 
held in the ſame. . | 
The third Property of Ambition is, 
that it is never free from Jealouſie, I 
mean that which is called Jealouſie of | 
State, and for Proof of it theſe follow- 
ing Inſtances ſhall ſuffice. 1. The Eme | 
| | | peror 
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peror Tiberius out of an ill grounded 
Jealouſie that Ger manicus his own Ne- 


phew, who was intirely beloved of the 


Senators, Soldiers and Common People, 
for his Vertue, Valour and noble Parts, 
ſhould aſpire to the Empire before his 


þ b Death. 1. Cauſed Lucius Piſo Gover- 


nour of Syria to Poy ſon him at a Ban- 


quet, and then forſook the ſaid Ps 


being accuſed and found Guilty of the 


Murder, ſuffered him to be Sentenced 


and Executed, altho' he had an Order 
from bis own hand to rid him out of 
the Way ; but he did not dare to pro- 
duce this Order, for fear the Tyrant - 
ſhould deprive his Children of his im- 
menſe Riches, and yearly Revenues. 
2. Nero out of the ſame Ambitious Jea. 
louſie, cauſed young Germanic the true 
Heir of the Empire to be Poy ſoned as 
he fat at his own Table. 2. Dom tans 
out of the like Jealouſie cauſed divers 
Reman Senators to be Slain, and was 
Reſolved to do the like to the Captain 
of his Guards, and to the beit beloved 
of his Concubines, if they had not pre- 
vented him, by taking away his Life to 
preſerve their own. 4. Louis the Ele- 
venth 
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venth, King of France, out of an ill- 
grounded, but violent Ambitious Jea- 
louſie, that his Brother Charles did Aſ- 
pire to the Crown, Cauſed him to be 
Poyſoned ſecretly by one of his own 


Servants. J. Edward the Fourth, King | 
of England, by the falſe [Impreſſions that 
bis younger Brother R:chard Duke of 
Tork, had Maliciouſly infuſed in his 


Heart, of this Ambitious Jealouſie, 
Cauſed the Duke of Clarence his Brother, 
to be Arraigned and drowned in a 
Butt of Malmſey. 6. Richard the Third, 
out of this ill Jealouſie Cauſed the Duke 
of Buckingham to be Beheaded, becauic 


he Imagined that he was as willing then 


to dethrone him, and ſet his Crown 


upon the Earl of Richmond's Head, as | 


he had been ready in formet times to 
make him, that was an Uſurper, King 
of England. 7. This Ambitious Jea- 
louſie is fo Cruel, it makes Men tranſl. 
greſs the Law of Nature, and to put 
their own Sons to Death, as Herod did 
Anti pater his Son. Whereupon Agnus 
Ceſar ſaid Ingeniouſly, that it was bes- 
ter be Herod's Swine than nis Son. 8. 
50 Philip the Second, King of Spain, 

Cauſed 
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Cauſed his Eldeſt Son Prince Charles to 
be put to Death, by the Iaquiſition of 
Spain, out of an Ambitious Jealouſie 
that he did deſign to bereave him of his 


Crown. 


Now as to the Effects of Ambition 
they are worſe than the Property of 
it; For Parricides, Murthers, Rebel- 
lions, Revolutions of States, Annihi- 
lations of Laws, Inteſtine and Foreign 
Wars, with all the Deſolations and 
Miſchiefs that follow them at their 
Heels, are the Fruits cf Ambition. Of 
theſe Iwill treat in Order, and by In- 
ſtance Confirm the ſame. ; 

For the firſt, Andronius the Younger 
out of Ambition to Reign, put out the 
Eyes of his Grandfather, and ſtarved 
him to Death in Priſon, 2. Sylinus out 


of Ambition to Reign, Unnaturally 


Poyſoned his Father Bajazerb, and flew 
all his Brethren. 3. Athaliab, out of 
Ambition to Reign, ſlew and deſtroy d 
all the Seed Royal of the Houſe of ud, 
2 Cron. 2. 10. 4. Richard the Third, 
King of Ergland, out of Amdition to 
Reign, Cauled his two Nephews to be 
Murthered in the Tower, and in hopes 

do 
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to ſettle the Crown upon himſelf and 
Poſterity, he put his Wife to Death, 
to Marry the Lady Ex abeth his own 
Niece; Inceſt being thought no Sin by 
Ambitious Men. 

For the ſecond, Joab out of Ambition 
to continue ſtill Commander in Chief of 
the Men of War, Murdered perfidiouſly 
under Colour of Friendſhip, Abner and 


Amaſa, by Stabbing them under the 


fitth Rib, 2 Sam. 3. 17. 2. Baaſha, 
out of Ambition to Reign, Murdered 
Nadah his Lord and King. 3. Zimri, 
out of Ambition to Reign. Murdered 
Ela his Lord, 1 Kings 15, 27. the Son 
of Baaſha. 4. Omi our or Ambition 
to Reign, roſe againſt Zim, and forced 
him to bura himſelf in the King's Pa- 
lace, 1 Kings 16. 10. | 
For the third, 4% um, out of Am- 
bition to Reign, Rebell'd againit his 
Father David; and did Endeavour to 
deprive him of Life, from whom he 
had his being. 2. Zedekian, out ot 


Ambition to Reign, as an Abſolute - 


King, Rebell'd againſt his Penefator 


King . buachadnexæ gar. 3. Orb, out of 


Ambition to Reign, Rebell'd againt 


Gal. 


— — eggs 
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| 


| Galba, who had made him his ſecond 
Favourite. 4. Pirin the Short, out of 
Ambition to Reign, Rebell'd againſt 
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King Childerick, and by Force and Vio- 
lence cauſed him to be Shaven, as a 
Monk, and to be ſhut up in a Monaſtery. 

For the fourth, the Ambition of 
Nebuchadnezz.ar was the ſecondary 
Cauſe of the Deſtruction of the 4ſjrian 
Monarchy ; and the Ambition of Cyrus, 


was the Cauſe of the Overthrow of the 


Babylonian Menarchy, and the Ambition 
of Alexander was the Cauſe of the An- 
nihilation of the Perſtian Monarchy, and 
the Ambition of the Roman Comman- 
ders, was the Cauſe of the utter Sub- 


verſion of the Greek Monarchy, and the 
Ambition of Ceſar was the Cauſe of the 


Alteration of the Democratical Govern- 
ment to a Monarchical, and the Am- 
bition of the Rulers of the Gaals, Gotbs, 
Viſgot hs, Vandals, and Lombards, of the 
utter Ruin of the Roman Monarchy; 
theſe are the Secondary Cauſes of the 
Revolutions of States, the ſecret Will 
and Decree of Almighty God is the Firſt 
and Efficient Cauſe, and that is the 
Reaſon why St. Paul gives this 9 
5 — 
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Rom. 13. 1. Let every Soul be Subject to 


the higher Powers, for there is no Power 


but of God, the Powers that be are Ordained 
of God. 


For the fifth, from the Mutations of 


Governments proceed Alterations of 
Laws, it happened ſo at Rome, thro? 


Ceſar's Ambition, in that Common- | 
wealth, the ancient Laws were annihi- | 


hilated, and new Eſtabliſhed. Like- 
wiſe after the coming of J/;liam the 
Conqueror into England, the ancient 
Brit:h Laws wen Abrogated, and the 
Norman Laws confirmed; the old Pro- 
verb being not more common than 
true, (New Lords, New Laws) this 
might be further proved by many more 


Inſtances out of Aucient and Modern 
Hiſtories, but theſe two ſhall ſuffice at 


preſent. | 

For the ſixth, Ambition breeds Di- 
viſions, and Divilion begets Domeſtick 
and Foreign Wars ; from theſe Wars 
proceed the Alteration of States and 
Monarchies, and from that the Extir- 
pation of ancient Laws, now the inſe- 


parable Companions of Foreign and 
Domeſtick Wars, and Atheiſm, Schiſms | 
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in the Church, and a luke-warmneſs in 


Religion, and great Effuſions of Blood, 


Injuſtice, Oppreſſions and Deſolations; 
and all theſe Miſchiefs proceed from 
the Exorbitant and Irregular Ambition 
of Men ; and therefore 1 aver, that the 
Paſſion of Ambition is Vanity and 
Vexation of Spirit, and more deſtructive 


to Mankind than any Paſſion. 


Now as to the Means to allay the 
Heat and Fury of this Paſſion, and to 
ſubdue it quite, if it be poſſible, may be 


theſe: 


Fir, You muſt Endeavour to attain 


to a true Habit in that moſt Excellent 


Vertue Humility ; (tor he who is truly 
Humble can never be Ambitious) this 
Grace of Humility will beget in you 
a true Fear of God, which is the be- 
ginning of Wiſdom ; for to fear God, 


and to keep his Commandments, is, faith 


Solomon, the 2hole Duty of Man, Eccl. 12. 
13. and thoſe who have attained to this 
Fear, will never be proud or ambitious, 
becauſe they know it is very diſpleaſing 
to God and to good Men, as the ſad 
Effects of this ſiaful Paſſion before men- 
tioned do fully provethe ſame. 


Sts 
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Serondly, As ou are to be humble, ſo 


you muſt learn the Apoſtle Paul's Leſj- 


ſon, In whatſoever Fate you are, there. 


with to be content, and to be ſure you 
will never be Ambitious. Diogenes had 
more Content with his Tub to ſhelter 
him from the lnjuries of the Meteors | 
of the Air, than Alexander had with the 
Conqueſt of half the World, and the ' 


Enjoyment of all the Treaſures of Aſia. 
You ſhould alſo confider, that Naked 
We came into the World, and naked we ſhall 

o out; and that the Reward of all am- 

itious Men when they come to dye, is 
but ſix Foot of Ground to bury them 
in: And you ſhould never let go out of 
your Mind that ſiying of our Bleſſed 


Saviour, For what is a man profited if be 


gain the whole world, and loſe bis own ſoal. 
But Laſth, if you would be Ambitious, 

be ſo to excel all others in Spiritual 
Graces, and to make your calling and 
election ſure, that ſo when you depart 
out of this miſerable Life, you may by 
the - Merits of our Saviour, be made 
_  Co-heirs with him in the Kingdom of 
his Father, where there is f«lne/s of joy, 
and at baſe right band are Fwy, 7 


t Ver more. 
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ENVY. 


And the Evils that attend 
the ſame. 


F 11107, the famous Athenian General, 
hearigg a Friend of his highly 
commending his mighty Acts in War, 
Anſwer d, That he fear'd they were 
not worthy Commendation, becauſe 
** they were not Envy'd; intimating 
thereby, That in thoſe days, the great 


and noble Actions of the moſt valiant 


and vertuous Men, were the only Object 
of Envy among the Arbenzans. But 
Plutarch in the Life of Cimon, gives 
ſufficient Reaſon, why the Actions of 


Solon, 
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Solon, Th:miſtocles, Alcibiades, and Ari- the 
Rides, were, in their time, envy'd more try 
than thoſe of Cimon in his (they being wri 
out of Envy, baniſh'd for ten Years) his 
becauſe of his great Liberality to the ami 
Common People; for having vaſt he: 
Riches about the City of Athen, he re- hin 
lieved all the poorer Sort with Corn, | his 
when it was dear, and every Year at am 
Lammas, ſet open the Gates of his In- kn 
cloſures to feed their Cattle. This do 
great Liberality of his, ſtopp'd the | Ba 
Mouths of Envious Men, conceiving he ; thi 
would by this Means, ſooner reduce W 
himſelf to a lower Condition, than their hi! 
Envy could wiſh or deſire. 6 
Ariſtides was one of the moſt juſt and ſe! 
Upright of any of the Athenian Magi. | N 
ſtrates, and for his great Juſtice, Pru- | it 
dence, Temperance, and other com- | w 
mendable Vertues, was called Arif:d:s w 
the Fuſt, and by conſequence more en- O 
vy'd by the Common People than any \ ni 
other. His Name being therefore writ- | cl 

ten in the Liſt of thom whom the People 
deſir d might be baniſh'd each Year, | ir 
and the appointed Day of Voting be-. 
ing come, (for they were baniſt'd vy | 
the 


the Majority of Votes) a certain Coun- 
try Fellow, that could neither read nor 
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write, came in among the reſt, to give 
his Vote, and the Cuſtom of Voting 


amongſt the Athenians being by Tickets, 
he addreſs d himſelf to Ariſtides, deſiring 
him to write down Ariſtides's Name in 
| his Ticket; whereupon Ar:/:des being 
amaz'd, demanded of him, whether he 
knew Ariſtides, and what Injury he had 
done him, that mov'd him to deſire his 
- Baniſhmeant ? I know him not, anſwer'd 
; the Fellow, neither has he done me any 


Wrong, but I cannot endure to hear 


him calld Arijtides the Juſt. Upon 


which Ariſtides, without making him- 


; ſelf known to him, wrote his own 


Name in the Fellows Ticket, and gave 
it to him; and, by a Majority of Votes, 
was that very day Baniſh'd. From 
which it appears, that the. common 


Objects of Envy are Vertue and Good- 


neſs. To diſcover therefore the Miſ- 
chiefs of this Unchriſtian Temper, I 
ſhall further enlarge upon the tollow- 


ing Particulars. 


a I. What 
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1. What Enty . and 

2. Of the Nature, Cauſes, and Propel tha 
ries of 3. _W 

3. The evil Eff. of Envy. ho! 

4. The Met bod. * . for 1 * 
Curbirg of it, 

I. bat Envy v. | b 

Envy is a mix'd Paſſion, compas'd 


Deſire, Wrath, and Hatred ; Deſit 
makes it vile and baſe; Wrath fiery an 
furious; and Hatred makes ir Joath 
ſome and odious. By the Mixture o 
thoſe three wicked Vices, it become 
one of the worſt of Evils incident 1 
Mankind ; for where It is predominant 
it cauſeth "notbiog but Anguiſh, Grie 
and Sorrow of Heart, without the leaf 
Glimpſe of Profit, Joy or Pleaſure. Ea 
vy, ſaith the Biſhop of Ma ſeilles, is 
ſordid Paſſion, begetting a repinin; 
Grief and Sorrow in the Hearts of al} 
thoſe that are. poſſeſſed of it. 

2 of the Nature, Gaſes and Proper 

ties of Envy. 

The Nature, Cavſes and Propertie 
of Envy, are theſe; Firſt, Envy is at 
Accident of a cold and dry Nature, 
and 


H 
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and of a ſhrinking Quality, much like 
r0p# that of Fear and Sorrow; for altho' 


Wrath, of which it is compos'd, be 


hot and fiery, yet being turn'd into 
Hatred, it loſeth its natural Heat, and 
becomes Cold by Accident; as the 
Humour of yellow Choler, which is 
| bor being burnt, changes its Nature, 
d and is turn'd into a cold melancholy 
deſi Humour. Secondly, The Cauſes of En- 
an vy are theſe ; Vz. 1. Pride, 2. Self. 
bath Love. 3. Malice. ” 
red Firſt, Pride begetteth Envy ; for all 
2me ſuch as are Proud, repine and grieve 
It u to fee others excel them in Honours, 
ant Riches, Pleaſures, or in Moral Vertues, 
Irie or Spiritual Graces, 
leah Secondly, Self. Love is the Cauſe of 
En Envy; for thoſe which are poſſeſs'd 


is with Self Love, cannot endure that 
1105 


f a 


learned, vertuous, or righteous than 
Thirdly, Envy is the Off-pring of 


without Grief and Sorrow, ſee their 

Neighbours proſper, which ſhall be 

demonſtrated in ſeveral Inſtances, when 
* E 


others ſhould be eſteem'd more valiant, 


| themſelves. 5 


Malice; for malicious Men cannot, 
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come to ſpeak of the malicious Effets 1 
of this vile Paſſion oft ENVY. | 

The fr Property of Envy is, That 
ſuch as are tranſported with ic, never 
Envy thoſe of a lower Degree than 
themſelves; for Envy always aſcends, | 

but never deſcends, becauſe Envy is like 
Hatred, continuing oftimes till Death, 
and ſometimes after Death : But it in- 
creaſes or decreaſes according to the 
Proſperity or Adverſity of thoſe who 
are Envied: For if the Party envied be- 
come Poor, or fall into Misfortunes, 
the .envious Perſon will often change 
his Envy into Pity and Compaſſion, 

The ſecond Property of Envy is, That 
Men of different Callings rarely Envy | 
one another: Eut Princes and Poten- 
tates envy one another; Generals envy 
Generals; the Learned envy one ano- | 
ther; Merchants envy Merchants; and = 
Artificers envy Artificers of the ſame | 

Calling; but a Smith will not envya a 
Carpenter, nor a Carpenter a Smit. 
Mar ius envy'd Sylla, and Pompeius, Cæ- 
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far ; Francis l. King of France, envy'd 
the Emperor Charles V; and all theſe 
were Competitors of Honour and Glo- 
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nerals or Commanders of Armies, for 
they only envy ſuch as they fear will 
out go them in the Sciences they pro- 
feſs. Thus Orators envy Orators, and 
Divines Divines; for the Objects of 
this malicious Paſſion, are always thoſe 
that excel others in Valour, Prudence, 
Honours, Riches, Pleaſures, Arts, Sci- 
ences, nay even in Piety. 

The third Property of this moſt un- 
chriſtian Paſſion, Envy, is, That it 
leads Men on to the moſt barbarous 
Cruelties; forif Might and Power hap- 
pen to be added to their Envy, they 
will not ſtick to commit all manger of 
Tyrannical Cruelty and [njuſtice to ſa- 


tisfie this Revengetul Paſſion. 


3. Of the evil Effects of Envy. 

The Effects of Envy have been very 
deſtructive to Mankind, from the Crea- 
tion to this Day; and the Painter was 
well acquainted with the evil Nature, 


and pernicious Effects of Envy, who 


firſt repreſented this Paſſion under the 
Shape of a Woman, having a wrinkled 
Face, ſquint Eyes, a Crown of Snakes 


on her Head, and a Vultur gnawing 


E 2 | her 
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her Breaſi.For the Female Sex intimates 
che Puſillanimity of this Faſſio: ; Her 


wrinkled Face, the Grief or Sorrow 


That is incident to ſuch as are poſſeſs'd 


with Envy. Her ſquint Eyes demon- 
ſtrate the indirect Objects of this Paſ- 
ſion ; the Crown of Snakes on her Head, 
repreſent the Anxieties of their Mind; 
chat of the Vultur gnawing her Breaſt, 
is a lively Emblem of the exquiſite Tor- 
tures that are continually wracking en- 
vious Men. 1 

The firſt Effect of Envy, proceeding 
from Pride, was the cruel Murder of 

Abe] ; for the Pride of Cain's Heart had 
begot in him an inveterate Envy, be- 
cauſe his Sacrifice was rejected of the 
Lord, and Abels accepted; as appears 
from Cen 4. 5. And the Lord bad re- 


ſpett unto Abel, and to hi, Offering: Fut to 


Cain, and 10 his Offering, he had no re- 
ſpe8. . : 
The ſecond Effect of Envy, proceeding 


from Pride, was, when the Hearts of | 


the Phariſees puft up with Pride, did, 
out of malicious Envy, flander our 
bleſſed Saviour, ſaying, That he caſt out 


Devils by the power of Beslxabub tn” 
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of the Devils, becauſe they could not 
endure to hear their own Officers ſay, 
Never Man ſpałe like this Man. 


The fr Effect of Envy proceeding 


from Self- Love, was this; Dionyſus, 


the Tyrant, of Syracuſe, cauſed the 


Poet Pix nν,e to bs fold for a Slave, 


becaule he was generally reputed to be 


a better Poet than he. 

The {cond Effect proceeding from 
Self. Love was this, That the een 
Aariznu cauſed Fa vori nus and Meliſius, 
two learned Men, to be baniſh'd, be- 
cauſe they were generally reputed to be 


more learned than he in the Liberal E 


Sciences. 
The firſt Effe& of Envy proceeding 


from Malice, was this, That Foſeph's - 


Brethren ſold him to the Midianite 
Merchants, to becarry'd as a -lave into 


Egypt; for being Tranſported with 


Envy and Malice, they ſaid amongſt 
themſelves, Come now therefore and let us 


[lay nA! N, and caſt him 1 inta ſome pit, and 2e 


will ſay, ſome evil Beaſt hath devoured him; 
and we ſhall ſee what will become of bis 
Dreams. But God, who in his ſecret 
Decree had otherwiſe diſpoſed of him, 
E.2 cauſed 
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cauſed Fudabto perſuade that he ſhould 
be ſold. and not ſlain. 

The ſecond Effect ot Envy proceeding 
from Malice, was the malicious Envy 
of Saal again David; and for no other 
Cauſe but foraſmrch as God was pleaſed 


to bleſs him in all his Deſigns and Un- 


dertek'ies: And this Malice and Envy 
was ſo 1avcterate, that when all his 
Wiles miſcarried he perſuaded 43chal 
his Daughter, to betray her own Huf 
band; but ſhe, abborring fo baſe an 
Act, ont of the Love ſhe bcre to him, 
ſaved his Life by a Stratagem. 

Ancther evil Effect of Envy is Ty- 
ranny and Cruelty ; for the Envy of 
Marius againſt Sy a, was the Cauſe of 


a bloody Civil War; And the Envy of 
Pom pey againſt Cæſar, was the Cauſe of 


a greater; and the Envy of Francis. 
King of France, againſt the Emperor 
Charles V. was the Cauſe of the Death 
of a Million of Men. 

Envy. begetteth alſo Shame and Igno- 
miny ; becauſe envious Perſons cannot 
excuſe or palliate this, as they can di- 
vers Other Paſſions, 


The 


| 


Of Envy. rz 


The ambitious Man ivill excuſe his 
Ambition, and will ſay it is an Evidence 


of his Generolity of Spirit, to aſpire to 


Honours and Places of Authority; 
That there are none but ſordid minded 
Men, that affect to live obſcurely. 

The Covetous Man will varniſh over 
bis Avarice, and cloke the ſame by this 
Paſlage of St. Paul, But if any provide 
nat for bis own Family, he has deny d the 
Faith, and it worſe than an Infidel. 

The cholerick Man will diſguiſe Þis 
Wrath, and perſuade Men it proceeds 


from an Heroick Temper; and that 


none but Cowards will ſuffer Injuries 
and Affronts. 


The voluptuous Perſon will diſguiſe 


his Vices,with ſuch like Words as theſe; 
That Joy, Mirth, and Pleaſure are Na- 
tural to Mankind ; and will pervert 
this Paſſage of Solomon, Eccleſ. 3. 24. 
I perceive there is nothing better, than that 
a Man ſhould rejoyce in his own Hur ks. 
Anarcharis, the Philoſopher, being 


asked by his Friend, Why ſo many 


| Men were diſcontented, reply'd, That 
 *rwas becauſe they thought their 
Neighbours Condition better then theirs. {| 
FE Nay. 
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Nay even $:/9:0n, the Prince of Wiſ. 
dom, who was better able than any to 
judge in this Matter, ſays, That Envy is | 
wor ſe han Wrath, as appears from the 
following Words, ?r0v. 27. 4. Wrath 
ig Cal, and nnger is outrag ious, but wha 
is able to ſt and before Exyy? From 
wh.nce it follows, That Envy is not 
Cty Vanity, but alſo a great Torment, 
and Vain of 8 | 


| 


n i. 


4. The Means or Remedirs for the curl- 
ing and allaying this meſt unc briſt ian 


Paſſion. 
The moſt effectual means for de- 


ſtroying this unruly Paſſion, are three. 
r. Fervent Prayer to God; for Envy | 
is one of the Temptations of Satan, 


which cannot be overcome, unleſs it 
ſnall pleaſe God to give Man power, 
whereby he may be able to quench all the 
fiery Darts of the De vil 

2. Contentedneſs; For if Men were 
contented with the Condition wherein 
God has been pleaſed to place them, 
they would never Envy the Proſperity 
of others: It therefore behoves all 
Men to pray earneſtly for this excel- 


teat |; 


" * 
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lent Grace of Contentedneſs, for 
St. Paul aſſures us, That Godlineſs with 


Cont ent ment is great gain. 


3. Charity; For if Men were in Cha- 
rity with each other, they would never 
repine at the Welfare of their Brethren; 
for Charity would teach them to bear 


all manner of Injuries patiently ; for 


Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind, 
4. Selt-denyal is an excellent Reme- 


dy againſt Envy, for that it drives all 


manner of Envy, Hatred, and Malice 
from the Hearts of Men, and quite ex- 
tirpates 'em Root and Branch. 

To conclude therefore, If Men would 


be fervent and frequent in Prayers to 


Almighty God, to obtaia the aforeſaid 
Graces, they would for ever utterly - 
deteſt and abhor this moſt abominable 

Vice cali'd Envy, as they would the 
Peſtilence, or any other the moſt con- 


tagious or loathſome Diſeaſe ; for that 
ohne Grain of Envy is capable of blemiſh- 
ing and ſtaining all the Spiritual G 


races 
of a Chriſtian, ; 


77 
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Of Covetonſneſs, and the Evil Effects that | mo! 
attend the ſame, 3. 0 
5 H 
logenes being ask'd why Gold was th 
of ſo pale a Yellow, made this ſe 
Anſwer, It is out of Fear; becauſe moſt | be 
Men run after it, to make it their Cap- | o 
tive, or rather their God: For it is | n 
daily ſeen, that covetous Men are but | m 
miſerable Slaves to their Riches, and | | 
their Gold is their only Deity. Butthe | r 
| Poet Simonides being moy'd by a Friend [ 
of his, to reſolve him which of theſe 1 
two are moſt to be deſired and purſued, . 
Wiſdom or Gold? Anſwered, Wiſdom, | * 
becauſe ſhe is Miſtreſs, and Gold is her 


Handmaiden ; notwithſtanding, faith he, 
I daily ſee, that thoſe that are look'd 
upon to be very wiſe Men, court, wait, 
and tend upon the Gold-mongers and 
Tich Men of theſe Days ; ſo little is 
Vertue regarded, and Vice fo highly 
eſteemed ; whereas in the judgment of 
S lomon who knew very well that Riches 
are Vanity and Vexation of Spirit: And 
therefore gives covetous Men this Cau= 
tion, Pro. 2.3. 4, 5. Labour mot to be _ 2 
Ile 


* 
— - 


| 
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Wilt thou ſet thine Eyes upon that which is 
not? Fey Riches certainly make themſelves 
Wings, they fly away 4s an Eagle towards 
Heaven, Prov. 8. 11. But Wiſdom is better 
than Rubies, But theſe ſayings of Solomon 
ſeem to be very ſtrange to covetous Men, 
becauſe the Gold hath dazzled the Eyes 
of their Judgment to conceive erro- 
neouſly, that Gold is a ſovereign Re- 
medy againſt all Diſeaſes ; for it can, 
fay they, deliver them from all Danger, 
raiſe them to Honour, give them the 
Enjoyment of all the Pleaſures and De- 


lights of this Life, by which means they 


are more induſtrious after the Purchaſe 


of thoſe fading and momentary Riches, 


than ſome Chriſtians are active and dilt- 
gent after ſpiritual Riches and Treaſures. 
Now becauſe this Evil of Covetouſaeſs 


is fo predominant in this Age, give me 
leave to ſhew you the evil Properties of | 
it, and the deſtructive Effects that at- 


tend the ſame; to which I ſhall give 
you ſome few Conſiderations, to induce 


you by no means to comply with, or 


be ſubordinate to, ſo great an Evil. 
As to the Properties of this- Sia of | 
Covetouſiicis, I will ſpeak only to ſome 


of 
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of them. 1. It inticeth Men to Idolatry; 
for covetous Men make their Addreſles 


Morning and Evening to their God 
Mammon, inſtead of making their Pray 


„ 


it is almoſt as impoſſible for a rich Man | 
to enter into the kingdom of Heaven, as | 


ers to God; for their firſt Thoughts in 


the Morning are how and by what means 


they may add Houſe to Houſe, and Land 
to Land, by which means the Love of 
God is quite extinguiſhed in them, that 


for a Camel to go thorough the Eye of a 


Needle ; and that is the Reaſon why few | 


Noble and Rich are called, and why 


rich Men in the Goſpel are compared to | 


thorny ground, becauſe the over Care they 
take to increaſe their Riches, ſmothers 
in them the Seed of the Word, and hin- 


ders their growing ia Spiritual Graces, 


there being as great an Antipathy be- 


tween the Love of this World and true 


Godlineſs, as between Light and Dark- 
neſs ; for where the Treaſure 3s, there is 


the Heart alſo : And that is the Reaſon þ 


F why St. Fame: doth pronounce ſo heavy 


and dreadful a Sentence acatnſt the Rich, | 


who are given to Covetouſneſs, Jam. 5. 
1, 2, KC, Go now, Ye rich men, weep and | 


howt 


me 9 „ 


— 
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bowl, for your miſeries that ſhall come upon 


you; your rickes are corrupt, and your gar- 


ments are moth. eaten; your gold and ſilver 
is cankered, and the ruſt of them ſhall be a 
win ſi againſt you, and ſhall eat your fleſh 
as fire; ye bave heaped up treaſures for the 
laſt days : Behold the hire of your labourers 
which have reaped down your fields, which 


is of you kept back by fraud, cryeth ; and 


the cryes of them which have reaped are en- 


tred into the ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth; 
| ye bave lived in pieaſure on the earth, and 


been wanton ; ye have nouriſhed your hearts 
as in a day of ſlaughter ;, ye have condemned 
and killed the juſt and be hath not reſiſted you. 
The ſecond Property of it is, that it 
deprives thoſe that are poſleſſed with it, 
of all true Joy, for true Joy doth not 
conſiſt in the Increaſe of our Riches ; 
for the Creatures have nothing but 
Emptineſs in themſelves ; whereas the 
Object of true Joy is God alone, who 
is an Eternal, Unchangeable, and In- 


- comprehenſible God; how then can co- 


vetous Mea have any Joy or Contear, 
that are continually perplexed with 
Fears of being depriv'd of all they have, 
by a thouſand Accidents that Riches 
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are ſubje& to, which we ſee by daily 
Experience. This moved Crates to caſt 
all his Wealth iato the Sea, ſaying, 
He would rather drown his riches, than 


they ſhould diſturb the Peace and Tranquility | 
| 


of his Mind with fears of loſiug them, 


The Third evil Property of it is, That 
It baniſheth all Chriſtian Charity out of 
the Hearts of Men; for none are ſo 


cloſe-ñiſted to the Poor as covetous 
Men; and when with much Importu— 
nity ſome Collectors draw ſome ſmall 


matter from them for the Relief of the 


Poor, they repine at it, and had ia a | 
manner as lieve part with as much of 
their Hearts Blood ; nay, they will ra- 


ther bury their Gold and Silver under 4 


Ground, than lend their Neighbour ſome 


ſmall part of it to do them a Kindneſs, | 


What ſaid Æſop once to a coverous Man, 


who lamented for the Loſs of his great 


Treaſure he had in the Ground. 0 


feoliſi Man, ſaid he, do not trouble or ver 


by ſelf about it, but carry aStone of the like \ 
weight, and bury it in the ſame place where 
thy Gold was, and imagine it to be the ſame 
Gold which was taken from thee ; for ths 


| 


Stone will be full as uſiful to th:6 as thy 


Goid. | 
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Cold was, ſince thou cou dſt make no better | 
uſe of it. And certainly ſuch Nabals as 
hoard up their Wealth, and deny to 
relieve the diſtreſſed Devids, may be 


compared to that Sicilian Merchant, 


who being poſſeſs'd with a ſtrong Fan- 
CY, Or rather Phrenzy, did believe that 
all the rich Ships that came into the Ha- 


ven of Syracuſe, were his own. 


The Fourth evil Property; It begets 
Pride in the Hearts of Men, and makes 
them Inſolent, Diſdainful, "and Arro- 
gant; for it is a ſaying very true and 
common, that Honours and Riches cor- 
rupt good Manners. And it is too often 
ſeen in this our Age, that thoſe who 
were ina very mean and low Degree, if 
they arrive to Riches and Honours, 


ſuddenly it puffs them up with fo much 


Pride and Inſolency, that they. think 


none of their Fellow. Creatures are 
good enough to approach their Preſence, 


or come near where they are. | 
The Sixth Property is, That it in- 
creaſeth with Age in thoſe that are ad- 
dicted to it; for when Men have one 
Foot in the Grave, then are they moſt 
eage r in the Means of increaſing their 
Riches 
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Riches, and their Deſires are more in- 
ſatiable than they were in their younger 

Days; whereas other Paſſions,as Wrath, | 
Ambition, &c. decline in Age, this doth | 
generally increaſe ; which ſhould oblige | 
all Men to abhor the ſame, ſince there | 
is no Evil ſooppoſite to the Tranquility 
of their Minds, as this is; for when 
ancient Men ſhould have their Minds | 
only fix'd upon God, and how to make 
their Calling and Election ſure, without 
which they can have no true Peace, Joy, | 


nor Content, then is their Minds moſt ! 
perplexed with Care how to increaſe | 


and preſerve this Idol of theirs. 

Now as to the Effects of it; Firſt, 
They who are addicted to Covetouſneſs, 
are never loyal to their Prince, nor na- 
tive Country: For Philip of Macedonia 
faid, No Garriſon was impregnable, if 4 
Male laden with Gold cuulil enter thro the 


Gates, And the Duke of Memorancy, 
High Conſtable of France, told his King, (i 
Francis |. That the Governour of At 
was the Phcenix of that Age for Loyalty, 


fince he refus'd a great Sum of Gold | 


that was preſented tohim by Charles V. 


Emperor of Germany, to deliver that } 


ſtrong 
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ſtrong Hold into his Hands. But the 
Governour of calis was not fo faithful 


in Henry IV's Time; for being much 


addicted to this Sin of Covetouſneſs, he 
yielded up that Garriſon, into the Arch- 
duke 4/#:rt's Hands, for Thirty Thou- 
{ſand Crowns, for which Fiece of Diſ- 


loyalty he had his Deſerts. 


The Second bad Effect of Covetoul- 


neſs is. It too often perverteth Juſtice, 


Camiyſes Ring of Perſia cauſed one of tis 


| Judpes to be flead alive, and his Skin 
to oe nailed upon the Judgment Seat, 


becauie for the ſake of a Bribe he had 
Condemn'd the Innocent. And the two 
Sons of Samuel, Fee! and Abiab, who 
were Judges of Iſrael, were ſtrangely 
guilty of this baſe Sin of Covetouſneſs, 
and walk'd not in the ways of their Father, 
but turned aſide after lucre, took Bribes, 
and perverted Fudgment, 1 Sam. 8. 2, 3. 


And the Fear of this moved Jethro to 
give this Counſel to Moſes, to chuſe out 


of all the People able men, fearing God, 


and hating Ccyetouſneſs, to male them 


Judges over Iſrael, Exodus 18. 22. for 
whereſoever Judges and Magiſtrates are 
poſſeſs d with this great Evil, the Laws 
Hs are 


_ Cruelty to cauſe two or three Millions 


. venture into the fartheſt Parts of the 


| 
to Religion; the number of them might | lu 
World to get Riches with the Hazard C 


away by Force and Violence. 
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are trampled under Foot, and Juſtice] T 
utterly perverted. | end: 

The third Effect is, it makes Men as | 
cruel as Lions and Tygers. This Sin 
of Covetouſneſs moved Hrdinando King 
of Arragon to under take the Diſcovery [ 
of the Weft-Indies, and with a barbarous 


to be ſlain with the Sword, and to be 
torn in pieces by Maſtiffs, that his | Pi 
Span'ſh Subjects might have free Poſſeſ- | i 
ſion of the Gold and Silver Mines that 
are there. 2. It moved Philip II. King 
of Spam to baniſh all the Chriſtian 

Moors out of his Dominions, to have 
all their Lands, under a Colour of Zeal 


be Three Hundred © Thouſand, 3. It 
moveth Mariners and Merchants to 


and great Danger of their Lives. 4. lt Fi 
moveth the Prophane and roaring Bul- ; 
lies of our Times to go upon the high ;| 
Ways to commit Murders, to break U B 
open Houſes, and to carry Men's Goods 2 

a 
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de The Fifth Effect of Covetouſneſs is, It 
endangereth Men's Souls; for thoſe 
| Who are poſſeſs'd with this great Evil 
care not what indirect or unjuſt Means 
they uſe to increaſe their Riches, Prov. 
28. 20. for he who maketh haſte to be 
4 Rich, cannot be Innocent; intimating that 
his many Sins and Tranſgreſſions make 
him run a Hazard to be caſt into the 
pit of everlaſſ ing Deſtruction; which 
is confirmed by St. Paul, 1 Tim. 6. 9, 
10. They that will be rich fall into tempta- 
} tions and ſnares, and into many fool ſh and ; 
| moiſome luſts, which dr.wn men in perdition = 
and deft:ultion : for the love of money is 
the root of all evil ; which while ſome have 
| Iufted after, they have erred from the Faith, 
and pierced themſelves thorough with many 
(crrows. . ou 
Seventhly, I ſhall lay down ſome _. 
Conſiderations, which will allay the 
Fire of this Paſſion in a great meaſure. | 
; Firft, They are to conſider, . that 
| Nature is contented with a little, as i 
U Bread and Water, and the like; ſo that 
all ſuch who are not too nice, but ſober 
and temperate in their Eating and | 
Drinking, need never ſel] their Lands 
| ET W-- 


116 Of the Evil Effect 4 
to fill their Bodies: For it is Exceſs in} her C 
Eating and Drinking brings many to} 28 2 
Want and Miſery. 1 Beſic 
Second'y, They who will not be con! mak 
tented with a little, will never be ſa will 
tisfy d with much: For there is nothing} lawt 
under the Sun able to ſatisfiethe Deſires] ſelv. 
of Men, but God only, and that is the God 
Reaſon why St. Paul ſaith, that Goalineſi | at à 
with Cont ntment is great Gain, 1 Tim. ung 
6. 6. For none can be truly contented | f! 
unleſs he hath the Power of Godliceks ' _ F 
in him; becanſe a true Love to God Cov 
ſuppreſſes all other Deſires in Men. It lity 


was therefore a wiſe Saying of a Hea- Me 
then, That be who can give bounds to bh; _ 


De ſires, is a greater Conqueror and richer: 
Monarch than Alexander; for having ſeri 
Conquer'd one World, and having in | for 
his Poſſeſſion all the Treaſures of Aa, | bet 
which Darius had heap'd together, yet © 
his Deſire was not ſatisfied, but he did the 
enquire, if there were no more Worlds to of 
Conquer. 1 f 
Thirdly, They are to conſider that wi 
Riches are by ſome thought the Gifts of ſus 
Fortune, which is held to be blind ; w. 
therefore it is no wonder if ſhe beſtows | M 
her 

| 


it 
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her Gifts upon undeſerving Men, ſuch 
to] as Nebal, Sabna, and the rich Glutton. 
geſides vertuous and religious Men 
1. | make Conſcience of their Ways, and 
will rather be Poor, than uſe any un- 
8 lawful or indirect means to make them- 
&| ſelves rich; but ſuch as fear neither 
e God nor Man, ſtretch their-Conſcience 
i at a ſtrange rate, and think no means 
unjuſt or unlaw ful, provided they can 
4 | inrich themſelves by them. 
z Fourthly, They are to conſider that 
4 Covetouſneſs is far worſe than Prodiga- 
t lity 3 for the Profuſeneſs of prodigal 
Men is ſeldom deſtructive to any but 
*themſclres ; but the means Covetous 
Men take to inrich themfelves, are de- 
3 ſtructive to the whole Commonwealth; 
for all Shopkeepers and others are the 
| wil better for Prodigals, but they are the 
2 worſe for Covetous ones, and eſpecially 
the poorer Sort, by ingroſſing all ſorts 
9 


of Commodities i in their Hands, to ſell 
them dear, and eſpecially Corn; by 
- | which means, like Horſe-Leeches, they 
c 4 ſuck the very Blood of the Poor, for 
| which they are hated by God and good 

; Men; the Conſideration of which ſhould 
move 
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move all Men to abhor this baſe and 
ſinful Paſſion. 1 
Fifthiy, They are to conſider, that if 
they had all the Gold and Silver in the 
Weſt-Irdies, it would not avail any 
thing to their preſent and future Felt- 
City, but rather traverſe the f1ſt, and 
deprivethem of the ſecond : They can- 
not prolong their Lives an Hour, nor 
free their Bodies from the numerous 


| of tl 


Infirmicies they are naturally ſubje& to; 


It is therefore nothing but Folly and | 


Madneſs for Men to tire their Bodies, 
and waſte their Spirits in ſtudying and 
labouring Night and Day to heap up \ 
this white and yellow Clay, which will || 
do them no Kindneſs at the Hour of 
Death; nay, they run great Hazards" 
in loſing of their Souls, without the 
Mercy of God, in the very Injoyment | 
of them; therefore they ſhould always 
have this Saying of our bleſſed Saviour 
in their mind, Mark 8. 26. For what 
ball it profit a man, if he pain the bt 
— — loſe bis Kft, 
Sixthly, They are to conſider, that 
there is a greater Difference between 


Spiritual and Temporal Riches, than 
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bett reen Light and Darkaeſs, in regard 
of the Superexcellency and Duration 
f | the firſt, and the Baſeneis and Mutabi- 
e lity of the ſecond ; for ſpiritual Riches 
y4 are free from all Accicents, Durable 
and Eternal; but temporal Riches are 
d] ſubject to Changes and Mutations, and 
-4 of no Continuance, their ſtaying with 
r | you, or you with them, very uncertain 
s | as'it appears by the Hiſtory of 70h, and 
| Creſes King of Lydia, the one being 
the richeſt Man in the Eaſt, the other 
the richeſt Prince in Aſa; yet in one 
j : Days time the laſt was deprived of his 
! innumerable Treaſure and Kingdom, 
1 and became a Captive to his mortal 
Enemy; and the firſt came to be an 
Object of Poverty and Miſery, and a 
e | Subject of Deriſion, and falle Imputa- 
: tions by his own Wife and intimate 
; Friends. It is recorded, that at the 
r Sacking or Deſtruction of the City of 
+ | Thebes by Alexander the Great, a Greek 
; | Philoſopher for his rare Parts was per- 
mitted ro go away with all he had, 
t before the Inhabitants were ſlain, or 
1 ſthe City burnt ; being ask'd as he 
came out, Why he took not his Goods 
F | along 
| 
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along with him? made Anſwer, In we: 
ving my Perſon, I fave all that may 
be truly called Riches, or Goods; 
meaning his Learning and Vertuex. 
Even fo, if Chriſtians were but 
careful to hoard up Spiritual Riches, 
they are to heap up Gold and Silv 
they ſhould not need fear the Loſs 
them, Tor Godlineſs and Holineſs, thi 
are the Spiritual Rules of a tus 
Chriſtian, are free from all Accidents z, 
and this is the Reaſon, why our Bleſſed 
Saviour doth charge us all, Matth. 6. 
33, 34. To ſeek firſt the kingdom of God, 
and all theſe things ſhall be added unto ms © + 
and let us take no thoug bt for to morrow, for 
the morrow ſhall take thought for the thing. 
of it ſelf : ſufficient for the day is the — 


thereof. 
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